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ADVERTISEMENT. 



This Pamphlet was to have appeared 
at a more seasonable period^ but a publisher^ 
who by personal solicitation had secured the 
Author's account of his Mission to Ashantee^ 
after pledging himself to furnish the proof sheets 
immediately^ kept the MS. sufficiently long 
to defeat the Author's intention^ and then 
returned it 
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I SUBMIT the foUowng outline of the treat- 
ment w?l^ich I have experieojced from the Afii- 
caa Committee,, in the (jonfidenqe. that the, 
government and the pi^blic viU. do me ju&r 
tice. 

The question which I seek to have decidj^d«, 
is simply, whether I, s^ to be pi:tnished iot 
exposing my life on a foi:lorn hope, iov beiftjp; 
distinguished by the good fortune^ of being the 
first who succeeded in a mission to the intevioir 
of Africa, the grav^ ofi so much i^ustjdoiis 
worth 9J>A ts4ept, because the Board i^hf^ 
employed me ai:e unable to appreci^ tjl^ 
advantages to i^ciep.ee, and unwilling ta pi|ir;9Ui^ 
tho&e which have resulted lio coipmercej 
fearing that if the settlements were a)Lowe4 
to flourish, a thi^ valuable field, of 43^Govex^ 
were too much disclosed^ the« go;vernm^Ql; 
would assume the management,, their trading 
moftppoly would be at an endt a-nd tbf# 

B 



dependents and instruments no longer be sup- 
ported at the public expense, to barter the 
goods of their masters in the Committee, to 
retail rum and tobacco in English uniforms^ 
to delude instead of improving the natives. 
I sketch my connexion from the beginning 
ivith the African Committee (who whilst they 
receive all their funds from the government, 
absurdly, but artfully, entitle themselves ' The 
Committee of the Company of Merchants 
trading to Africa') to shew that the special 
testimonies of good conduct by which they 
have distinguished me from the other officiers 
in their service, have not merely been unpro- 
ductive of recompense, but followed by loss, 
because my exertions and pursuits for the 
good of the settlements, not being confined to 
huckstering and agency, were inconsistent 
with their individual interests as merchants 
and tradesmen. . 

I was approved of by the Committee as an 
applicant for a vnitership in October, 1814, 
and assured that I should receive my commis- 
sion in three or four months ; but, after wast- 
ing nearly twelire, I found that an applicant 
lower on the list than myself, through a mer- 
cantile interest which I had not, had a memo- 
randum placed against his name to secure him 
tiie appointment by favor, to which I was en- 
titled by pledge. I lost no time in appljring 



to the secretaiy^ Mr. Gock, whom I hay# 
alwa3rs found anxiously disposed to be just, and 
to reform a service he knows to be degraded»r> 
as far as he may dare do so. Mr. Cock, to 
speak vulgarly^ is placed between two fires, the 
Committee and their dependents, his disposition^ 
urges him to rescue the latter, but his interest 
commands him not to offend the former. This 
gentleman acknowledged the justice of my 
complaint in a public letter, as Secretary. 

African Office, 4^& Augtta^ 1815^ 

** Sir, 

" I have received your letter of Mon- 
day, with the Treatise which accompanied it. 
I have not, however, yet had time to pe- 
ruse it. 

Until I read your letter, I had no know« 
ledge of the pencil memorandum to which you 
allude. Whatever might have been the inten- 
tion of the party in making it, you may be 
satisfied that you will have your regular turn 
according to the date of your application, as 
it appears in that book. 

I am. Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
(%«ed) S. COCK. 

I was appointed ; but, a few weeks before I 
sailed, I was unexpectedly told, that I could 
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WAh^ aHiow^ to take my wife tdfli ihfe. I 
will not disc tieis the rigbt which a pnWt board 
hftsthtts to iseparate tht)se whoin religion hshr 
tmited^ but us there tan be tio difference Of 
opinion oh that subject, I will merely aidd thirt; 
dfter fruitlessly exerting myself to procnf^ 
tihehr permissiott, I found on going on board' 
l^e «tore ship; that an offitrer, junior to myself, 
had been allowed to take not only hils wife but 
his two children. The outline of his history, 
which this gentleman gave me, accounted for 
it ; he had been many years a supercargo or, 
factor on the coast of Africa, for one of the 
Committee, who sunk the little gains of many 
years hard service, entrusted to his honour^ 
and then in this manner solaced his dupe at 
the expense of the public. I could not recon- 
cile myself to the separation from my wife, 
and after I had staid long enough on the coast 
to prove that my conduct as an officer de- 
served better treatment, I came home with 
the following testimony from the Governor 
(Mr. Dawson) and Council. 



C&peCtfaH Castle, May Sthf 1816. 

• • • » t 

Agreeable to the request contained in 
your letter of the 6tb instant, I am dhv^ted 
by thQ Gowrmvt to enclose your diighatiie 



5. 

&om the si^rvioe ; nt the «ftme timey^ to mtHm?. 
you> that Itimself aqd the Council^ hav^t Id*: 
the highest satisfaction with .youc cqniiiitti 
since your arrival in thi^ county, aiid he feeb 
much regret at your b^ing uq4^ the i^eeasr 
sity • iof returning to Europe: so sooik ; 

You sbaU be ireoommend^ to, the Com* 
mittee in a Yevy* strong manner in a Jetter 
^hicb the Qfyfemw wUi Tequost yonA to taki^ 
charge ot 

I am. Sir, &c. 

J. STOKES, Secret^. 

During my short sti^y of three montluf i^ 
England, I received the following letter froni 
the Secretary of the Afxica^i Committee. 

• - ^ 

African Offuse^ Lomhn, IdrA An^ua. 1816, 

Sir, 

The Committee have just received a 

letter from near a hundred manufacturers of 
guns and pistols (of Birmingham), requesting 
the interference of the Committee to obt(ain» 
if possible, permission from government for 
the merchants to export trade guns, &c. to 
Africa. 

Haying heard that very large quantities of 
arms arid powder have, during the last year, 
bean ehipped from HoUand to Africa, and re- 
coUecttngi that you embwked al; the Dutch 
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settlement of Ehnina^ I will thank you ta 
acquaint me^ for the information of the Com* 
mittee, whether anj considerable quantities 
of those articles had been received at that^ 
place^ and whether they were appUed to 
purposes of trade : and I will thank you at- 
the same time to add such remarks as may 
have occurred to you^ bA to the effects upon 
the general commerce of that part of the coasts 
arising from the British traders not having 
guns and powder to assist their goods^ and 
the Dutch traders having that advantage. 

As I imagine the Committee will deem it 
proper to make a representation to govern- 
ment, founded upon the application of the 
Birmingham manufacturers, I think it right to 
tell you, that they may also probably deem it 
right to accompany their representation with 
a copy of your letter. 

I am. Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) S. COCK. 

T. E. Bowdich, Esq. 

My reply to this induced a second applica- 
tion for intelligence. 

African Office^ jfugusi 20lA» 1816. 

Sir, 

I have just received your letter of this 
day^ containing an answer to mine of yesterday^ 



SO iiill and satisfactory^ that I am p^erstiaded 
the Committee will think very favourably of it 
Upon reading it, I have been led to suppose 
you may be able to give the Committee 
information as to the present state of the 
Dutch settlement of Elmina; its garrison^ 
conditioui &c. &c. I will therefore thank you 
for such observations aa you may have to 
make, and that you may conceive to be inte- 
resting to the Committee, especially as to the 
measures and objects of Qeneral Daendels. 

I am. Sir, 
Your very obedient servant, 
{Signed) S. COCK. 

T. E. Bowdich, Esq. 

I do not intrude my replies into this sketch : 
it is sufficient to state; that they procured 
me the following special and unprecedented 
minute in the records of the African Com- 
mittee, as announced to me by the Secretary, 
who allowed me the copy. 

"^ September, 1816. 
'' The Secretary laid before the Committee, 
the letters from Mr. Edward Bowdich, on the 
restricted exportation of guns and powder, the 
condition of the Dutch fOrts and settiements, 
and the views and projects of General Daendels! 



a 

which. h^tAep^ gave . the Committee great^ 94ti». 
factiQDi w ftvinoi^g the abilUy and discrimina- 
tioA of that geatleinan, Ordered, that tbey 
be brought up ag^in on the sul^e^t of the 
He3rt general 4isp«tQhes to Cape Coast." 

■ . . ■ • . 1. • 

Iw^ impreiMied by the Secretary^ t^tthU 
minute .ivof4fl be of benefit to me. thereafter^ 
b$ijii directly I landed ^ Cape Cosi«t Ca$tle« 
^ere wa^ ^ mortifying evidence of the qon<» 
trary^ of the disadvantage tp an officer of' di^-^ 
tinguishing himself by doing his duty. Two 
gentlemen who had not applied for appoint- 
ments, till I had been almost tired out in 
waiting fgr one, whose commissions were both 
dated posterior to mine, who had never dis- 
tinguished themselves in the slightest manner, 
the one,. certainly, a man of experience^ as a 
private trader, and supercargo, which lie had 
been before, and of discreet conduct, the other 
rash and unqualified, were placed above me 
in an amended rank^ list, so that my interest 
was not only unjustly injured, but the w;orld 
was to fancy, looking 'to the dates of our com- 
missions,, that I had disgraced myself, for it 
was a tajcit qensure for having mepted,,an 
honourable notice in their ininutes. 

When I returned to Cape Coast Castle with 
the tidings of my having, rescued and consum- 
mated a mission, for which all their dispatcher 



had expressed a ttiCMst interested anxiety^ it 
was insinuated that a clerk in their office^ who 
had lately died^ had possibly been feed to do 
me this wrong. Is it to be believed that aa 
inferior clerk in a public qffice, a boy of 
e^hteeui would have dared to alter the rank 
list of a public aervice^ or if be would dare, 
that he might do it with impunity? Besides 
the absurdity of this pretence, there was a 
similar case to contradict it. "^ An officer, who 
is one of the very few, who have been educated. 
Or conduct themselves as gentlemen, who 
impress the natives with respect, instead of 
contempt and disgust, received a commission^ 
and . having assisted in Adams the sailor's nar^ 
rative, l^nd other affairs of the Secretary's Of- 
fice,, at length sailed in company with two 
other gentlemen. Just appointed, whom it was 
necessary to get out of England instantly, to 
.avoid a disagreeable exposure from an incon- 
siderate frolic. This gentleman found on his 
arrival that these two persons, though ap- 
pointed on a^ emergency, and their com- 
m^sJons dated long after his, were placed 
^bove him. This is only to be accounted for 
from mercantile interest, and from an obser«- 
vation of one of the Committee, that mine 
^ was not the sort of talent they wanted/' 
Tbey have found it useful, however, since. 



^ottgh it is but a tery inftri^r kind of vAk^ 
tftiey <3ttU the wrong sort. 
* I went oh the mission t^ the interior of 
MMthy thie fdi4ofn hope of the disappointedi 
llie i^ecfetary had r^ad tbe instmctions for 
this^ minion to me whitest in England^ and 
when I urged the neceis^ity of associating 
something ISte scientific Views in ao^movel and 
tkh a field/ not 6Uly to ^xctipMe the com*' 
inittee and' tt> improve <^e dharactef of the 
service, but in justice to the public^ he wil- 
fitigiy received my sugge^ions, and requested 
fli'e to take the instructions home and insert 
atiy thitig improving them upotv thajb point. 
The secretary wiJl recollect that pi^tiouftly^ 
although it was enjoined, to observe the lati*" 
tudte and 2tm^t(tM2e of places, one quadrmit muJ^ 
9n)b pocket tompa'sses were all the instromeiili' 
which were provided, and the committee^ 
f6t6ed to the recollectioii that lh«y had n*- 
oittcfett in the service who cultivated -arty thing: 
but trade, discreetly- suggested to the counciU 
that the ofitcers sel^ected should ^visit somr 
trading vessel in the roads^ and learn the re-s 
qitisite observations R>r latitude and loiig$tadl3» 
With this quadrant and pocket compass^ of t^% 
taaster or mltte. L ventured to submit that 
tlve Imowledge of a master or -mate might 
j^re inadequate^ as in marihitig^ttoough'iii^ 
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close laland coQotry^ where them wa$ no hori- 
zon, and so near the equator, the ordinary 
observations of a trading; vessel would not 
serve, and in consequence I was allowed tf^ 
exchange the quadrant for a wooden sextant, 
and to add a fak€f horizon and a six guinea 
telescQpe fpr observing the eclipses of Jupiter'* 
satellites. 

What the hopes of thq mission were, at th<i 
moment I perforined an act of duty jn resOu^ 
mg^ it^ may be seen ,even from ftir- J^m^^'n 
own confession in his public diiipatch, 9^%h0^gh 
th^ itij^ults and ontpis^es his ip^e^ility l^d 
brought upon us wer^ concealed, - ' * r^ 

Extract from Mr. James's dispatch. 

*^ In the present auspicious etate of the 
king's mind respecting us, I feax it wpuld hfi 
impolitic to m;ake the enquires you ord^ried 
m your instructions. I think it will be more 
pdrudeiit to kiavo tbem to time. I expedl tb- 
rettfrntotke coast in a month/'* 

• When Mr. Jcume^ h^ t^ i^HVntg^ pperfjr I9 flMafOc me^ 
instead 4>f 3tveUiBg.bia)s^,MlM t^ m%ii^ bftfttiy^of < 
n^gasine, I wiU 4pti;iide qa i^ |v4ii|o^e ^ tb» ptiblic^ Hm toi» 
4i8|«tche^,^pprwedJ»pii5yAt«4w5 B^iv^rmfoct.t^ ih» 

Pqui^cil who apppinted hioi* t^ aSda^iU of Mr.. jfiuroiiiMn 
and Mf. Tedlie» witb^the iiaex;p^(ed oircaanpiin^ea whicb 
icameout<iiiJ]ii8ieMJtimaiiaii4}d^^ tbe (>imc9» $be {MMi. 
c*ulari of hi» private oondaot at Coomassic^ and ^f kh iion*. 
municatioiia wit|i tlli^.«a(iilt|ng Mm^l ia » d^ip^sftle jtbioM. 
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Thft communications of the authorities at 
Cape Coast will best a:dvocate my industry and 
good fortune, in atchieving this important 
ftiission after they had despaired of its success. 

Extract from, the Govetnar^s dispateh. 

- Mr. James being ordered to return here as 
soon as possible, will deliver you his instruc- 
tions, and you will imniediately on receipt of 
this letter, take upon yourself the management 
of the mission. I have every reliance on your 
prudence and discretion, and still firmly hope» 
that the termination of the embassy will be 
attended with success, and that the sanguine 
expectations which we have entertained as to 
the result of it will not be disappointed. 

The king has received a very erroneous im- 
pression of the affair of the Fantee notes, 
which I regret to hear was the cause of a 

At present I shall be oontent to remind the Cdmniittee ef 
thdr severe reprimand for the withholdance of public money* 
of the sale of a slaving vessel to the Portuguese, and merely 
add a passage from the Voyage an Guin^e/ published in 
France some years ago. <' Voila des exemples qui prouvent 
que les CapitainiBS Fran9ai8 peuvent faire un traits perma- 
nent k la C6te d*Or. Jusqti*^ present ils s'euient born^s a 
y faire depetttes operations en- contrebande et souvent de 
connivance avec les Commahdans des forts Anglais et Hol- 
landais. J'ai £t£ temoin d'une trait6 de vingt negrillons que 
a M fait entre le Commlindant dci^ fbrt Anglais, James 
(PAkra^ et le Capitaine du navire VAimable EsUier. 



wiious disturbance. I am glad, however, 'to 
find, that by your prompt mode of conduct, 
you were in some measure able to repress the 
unfavourable bias it seems to have occasioned* 
T. E. Bowdich, Esq. Coomassie. 

Extract from the Govermr's letter accompany- 

ing the dispatch. 

The fate of the mission was suspended by a 
thread y your decisive manner of acting has," 
I am happy to find, extricated it from the 
danger with which it was threatened, The* 
zealousness. with which you are actuated in 
this very interesting canse, is highly gratifying 
to me, and I have every confidence that youi; 
exertions will be the means of accomplishing 
every object of the mission to the utmost of 
our expectations, and to the honour and credit 
of yourself. The publicletter will inform ypu 
of Mr. James's recal. 

T. E. Bowdich, Esq. 

Extract from the letter of the Vice-President of 

the Comcil. 

I feel the fullest conviction that the chief 
objects of the mission will now be effected, 
and that it will terminate in a manner highly 
creditable to yourself, and advantageous to the 



imblic^ Wtthf ^pK^ore. wishes fof yotjr swcoeiis 

and safe return, 

I am, &c. 

T. E. Bowdicb, Esq. 

JJUpatch of the Governor and Cotmdt of Cape 
Coast Castle to the African Committee. 

"We cannot conclude this paragraph without 
noticing the distinguished nianner in which 
the negociation with our new allies, the 
Ashantees, was conducted bj Mr. Bowdi9]^^ 
By his talents, energy, perseverance, an4 
prudence, obstacles that seemed invincibly havi^ 
been surmounted, and whatever may be the 
extent of our future intercourse with the iu.-t 
tenor, the foundation must certainly be a^i;in 
buted to him : to recommend, tiiim to youi; 
Qotice, would be s^ reflection on your judgment." 

When 1 arrived in England, the first thing ' 
I heard was, that \\ie Committee had received 
an extra grant in acknowledgment of their 
successful mission to Ashantee. It Waisr im- 
pressed on their secretary by a distinguished 
Hiember of the Houi^e of Commons, hitherto a 
stranger to me, that the House certainly con- 
templated, not merely the re-imbursement but 
the recompence of the officer who had con- 
ducted the mission^ and he thought the least 
they ought to do^ was to vote me 500/. inde:; . 
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p^deiit of proiiiMion* An^ei^ gentlenmni 
high in office, gave it as his opinioA, that they 
ihould do more. The coinniitte^ Were Aofc^ 
inclmed to give ot repay a farthing, but their 
secretary was actuated by a strorig senfte of jus- 
tice/ arid went with me to Mr. Harrison and 
Mr. Arbuthnot, ofthe treasury, after a conversa*- 
tion 'with whom, an injunctive authority wa« 
6.ddressed to the committee, who * after much 
altercation 'fixed the sum at 3601. to me, 160ft 
to 'Mr. Hutchinson, and 1001. to M^ Tedlie, 
for recdmpense and losses.* But determiined 
to solace themselves' for this disagr^able ne- 
cessity by screwing part of it out of me, they 
i^fterwards paid me a balance of pay of 9611 
due to me, at the rate of 1 69/. per cent, giving 
me only 54/., the difference being the profit 
they would have gained, had 1 received it in 
•tafo goods out of their warehouse in Afnca, 
which gobdi^ I sufi^se I Was to harve carried 
M my back as a pedla^ to Ashanft^, or trucked 
on the route, for they did not confer, that 
whilst others wer^-retialing ^this tr^de-pay, as 
it is called, in ease and safety at liead ^^larters, 
i was labouring In the intericfr; 

Thus then 800/. has been my r^wanJ-for 
r^ingiliy life, for injunng' my feonstittttixm; 
to tfctchieve a 4esperate mis^ioto', for meitting 
1^ ' * lest^monieB I have just qtroted, and fdt 
losing tike ceitam appointmcmt (Jf-^ecfrtary a^ 
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Cape jCoftst Cartle, which with its priviiega^ h 
worth 5002. a year. 

; One hundred of the two hundred pounds 
was expended for my passage home/ 1 have 
not even been allowed half pay, and now the 
Committee would have me go back to Cape 
Coast, (and they have taken no small |)ains to 
effect it,) with my former rank and; a trade 
pay of ,160/. a year, received in goods only fit 
to be huckstered amongst th$ natives. 
^. We shall see two reasons for this, first, that 
when they sent me a series of questions to 
answer for ihiiT reform of the service, I an« 
swered them conscientiously, and thereby re- 
minded them of the disgraceful characters they 
had thrust into it as their relatives and agents; 
and secondly, because a committee man, Mr. 
Swanzy, who, twenty years ago, was an assis* 
tant surgeon in Africa, and acquired r a large 
property by the slave trade, has become a 
bankrupt, and therefore unexpectedly needs 
appointments, part of which I have merited by 
service, but the whole of which he has gained 
by bankruptcy. 

I must believe the government will not 
^auction this, will not endure that a man who 
never did a single memorable a^t, who . hds 
been enjoying himself for the last twentjr 
years in his own country, should, because he 
is a comiEuttee maU) go out over the heads o{ 
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thps^ who have remained in Africa^ to suc9eed 
to the vice presidency, and the government of 
Annamaboe, an appointment worth between 
three and four thousand pounds a year, pay^ 
privileges and all, considered ; whilst I am to 
be denied a bare existence. It is not the first 
time that the Committee have thus consulted 
thieir interests as merchants and creditarsy while 
discharging a public trust, which binds them 
to regard the rights of others. A man who had 
been thirty years out of the service, having 
failed in England, was, through his friends and 
creditors, sent out a short time ago as member 
of council, and succeeded to the first vacant 
government. This man was nearly sixty years 
of age, an experienced trader, but so deficient 
in ability and dignity, that the natives gave 
him the title of '' The Black Man." 

Not long after my return, the secretary of 
the African Committee requested me to fur- 
nish him with my views of a progress in the 
interior to be submitted to the Committee. I 
handed him the following paper. It will be 
seen that Sir Joseph Banks's written opinion 
of my views for this object^ was " that they 
carried with them a greater probabiUty of sue- 
cesi than amf that had hitherto come to his 
knowledge^ and could not fall to attract the 
attention of all who interest themselves in the 
discovery of the interior of Africa.'' 

D 
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Paper traksmitted to the Secretary of ike 

African Committee. 

To become intimately acquainted with th^ 
interior of Africa, and to tranquillize it, are 
the first gi'eat steps towards commercial inter- 
cpurse and civilization. 

To place residents in situations to mediate 
between the great contending kingdoms, and 
to originate commerce, is not only the most 
humane, the most prudent, and the most eco^ 
nomical, but the only legitimate method of 
acquiring political influence and power. 

Assured that benevolence is associated with 
commerce in th^ views of the British govern- 
ment in Africa, it is desirable for the happiness 
of the natives as well as our own interests, 
that we should be the first to explore and at^ 
tach the interior powers; the views of other 
European settlers on the coast, who would an- 
ticipate us, being more selfish, or simply com- 
mercial. 

If we are anticipated by the Dutch in seek- 
ing alliances wjth interior kingdoms, the pros- 
perity of the British settlements will not only 
be sacrificed, but their safety endangered. 
The rivalry of science beijpig a generous one, 
we should strive, being in possession of the 
field, to be the ^lost conspicuous in making 
discoveries, and dissipating the errors respect- 
ing the interior of Africa. 
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. The ajddress ^ residents would daily extendi 
apd strengthen the British influence, induce 
i^nd preserve peace, originate and nurse com* 
mercial intercourse, communicate encouraging 
impressions of the British character to the 
more distant kingdoms, intcoduce or improve 
the arts and habits connected with civilization^ 
and by example and temperate reasoning gra- 
dually superinduce a disposition more conge- 
nifd to humanity » if not to the true religion « 
Residents would also collect for geographers^ 
and naturalists the rare desiderata and novel- 
ties unattainable by travellers en passant, 
^nd pave the way for missions to more distant 
countries; by a chain of which, the Commit* 
tee may not only reach^ but establish them- 
selves on the Niger. 

Even if Mr. Ritchie's mission to Bornou suc- 
ceeds, the rich countries south of the Niger 
will still remain to be explored, and it is in the 
power of the Committee to make this field 
their own. 

The advantages of establishing ourselves in 
Inta and Dagwumba, are detailed in my chap* 
ter on the trade of Ashantee. The importance 
of Dagwumba is known even on the shores of 
the Mediterranean. Yahndi, its capital, is the 
grand emporium of North Western Africa, and 
is visited by the traders of Bornou and. Houssa 
constantly, and sometimes by thgse of Fezzan. 

D 3 
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See the description in the geographical chap- 
ter. Being naturally and entirely a commer- ^ 
cial people, they are likely to become better 
agents of our views than their military neigh- 
bours, the Ashantees, whose jealousy may be 
suppressed by the reasoning suggested in the 
detail above mentioned. The Volta, or Adif ri, 
has been discovered to be navigable to a place 
called Odentee, which is within ten days 
march of Yahndi, and if, as is reportedy the 
Lakka, a river flowing into the Volta, is navi- 
gable, that city may be reached by water. A 
mission having established a residency, and 
opened a commercial intercourse with this 
great market, it will be desirable to form a 
settlement near the highest navigable pointof 
the Volta, or at least to renew our old one 
called Loy, at the mouth of that river, unless 
the Danes would dispose of their neglected 
fort at Adda. 500/. Company's pay would 
defray the expences of this mission, the pre^ 
sents being merely of trade articles selected 
from the store. It should be conducted by a 
commission of two officers, one a surgeon. 

A personal discovery of the OgOoawai, the 
large river, said to flow from the Niger to the 
Congo, (see the chapter on Gabon and its 
geography,) at the small expence of SOOL 
Company's pay, would certainly tend to in- 
duce a further increase of grant. in acknow- 
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tedgment of the successful activity of the Com*' 
mittee^ it would be next to reaching the Niger 
itself, and, (being but three days distant from 
the large river Gabon, across an uninhabited 
isthmus,) a discovery highly important to com- 
merce, and the more especially as the Congo 
has proved unnavigable to the desirable ex-* 
tent. The guarantee of the king of Gabon 
for the safety of an exploratory party, can be 
procured, not only to the river, but for six days 
journey up it. 

To explore the Layos river is highly impor- 
tant, it being asserted and believed both by 
natives and Europeans, to flow very far from 
the interior, if not from the immediate neigh* 
bourhood of the Niger. (See Mr. B."*s geogra- 
phical report for the particulars, and for the 
anecdotes of the favourable disposition of the 
king of Kosie, a residency . in whose capital 
would probably lead to a similar establishment 
in Yarriba, the great controlling power of that 
quarter, and to which even his is said to be 
tributary.) The fame of Yarriba has. reached 
Fezzan, its people are known to be comlBer- 
cial, and it is the neighbour of Wauwa, where 
Mr. Park was buried, and where a residency, 
completing the chain, would establish the Bri* 
tish influence on the Niger. 

Some time afterwards I received the follow* 
ing, to which I replied immediately. 
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. , . Afi^MVt ««*:Z?M«^, IMS.; 

SIR, 

By directioQ of the Committee, 1 en- 
close you a series of questions. No. 1 to. 48^ 
relative to the service at Cape Coast : to which 
the Committee wish to receive answers from 
you, at your earliest conyenience, 

^ ^ I amy Sir, , 

Your most obedient servant, 
S. C0CK, Secretary. 

Thomas Edward Bowdich, Esq. 

1 . When Wfere you last^t Cape Coast Castle ? 
-*-!rt February, 1^18. " 

' ^. WAat progress hiais been made in buildings 
the chapel and rooms adjoining ?-^The first 
Story was raised, which was a ra'pid advance- 
inent considering the scarcity of lime, (the 
shells for which were fetched from upwards of 
iOO miles,) and that there v^bs considerable 
difllculty in working the stone quarry, found 
hffthe present governor^ from the Want of proper 
mstrunlenfs; (although visited daily by the 
governor ' himself, ' and ' always superintended 
by ati 6fficer,) and that the new prison above 
ground, (an ittiprbvement more imperious from 
being indispenSible tb humanity,) was almost 
Completed. I had the honour of designing the 
plan of the chapel and rooms, a copy of which 
IbaiUte^.jtoyoiirBecret^. «. » 

3. State wlia»oecefl6ary alterations OTO^payii^ 



^have beet made at Gape ColMSt ia 1817 P^Tbe 
apartments of eleven officers repaired n^^y 
and eomfortably^ which were approaching to 
ruin on the go?emor^a coming to the chair. 
The rest are in progress from the same neces- 
sity. . The repair of the public warehouses^ the 
inside of the castle newly plastered, itnd fhe 
whole exterior cleaned and weeded, attd the 
accumulations of filth removed-^tlie hali steps 
scAidly repaired — all the guns scraped and 
newly painted, (they want touch-holes of aew 
metal)«^*^two new tank^ which were very much 
wanted, our vessels being obliged to heg water 
from Elmina ; in the time of General Daendela 
often refused ; and during the blockade by the 
Ashantees, the inadequate supplies of water 
all came from thence, as no Fantees coiiUl 
fetch it from the river~-the school->house rc^ 
paired— *the house in the garden, intended sis 
a shelter for the officers during their reei^ear 
lion there, being a mere hut and in a falling 
state, the present governor hsf begai» a hand? 
some building, trying the experiment of maJCf 
ing bricks in moulds from the clay of the 
neighbourhood, of which this house is entir^jf 
built. Military eti(}uette much improved or 
rather created, under the activity of the. ^^tret 
sent captain of the guard, and by the app^ntt 
ment of two lieutenants. I hive kfi^Yf^ttlM 
governor frequently visit the centinels by sur- 
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prize in the middle of the nighty to be sure: of 
their vigilance. 

4. Who is the present schoolmaster ?i— Mr. 
Short, and I must be allowed to add that his 
patience, industry, and zeal are exemplary. 

6. How many boys usually attend .the 
school? — Upwards of 70. i 

6. What are the school hours?— -I think, 
from 8 to 13, and 3 to 4. 

7. Are the parents anxious to send their 
children to school .^-—Certainly not ! When the 
opening of a school was first announced to the 
townspeople of Cape Coast, and. they were 
invited to send their children, they required 
an ackie a week for each child they might 
sendi for the loss of its services, during the 
hours of attendance; alleging, they should 
send them to oblige Europeans, for they both 
doubted and were regardless of the benefit to 
themselves. 

8. Do the^ children attend regularly ?-^The 
schoolmaster is frequently obliged to send for 
them, by a servant whom he keeps at his own 
expence for that purpose, and sometimes to 
bring them by force.' 

9. Do they improve in reading and corapre ; 
hending the English language ? — I beg to refer 
to some reflections of my own, made before i 
anticipated the present questions. > 
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10. Does the governor in4cKieffrei{uei^% visit 
tfi6 scAodl ? — ^At least twice ^ week. 

1 1 . Is he strict in enforcing the regular attend*' 
atice of the s^hoollnaster> or in the event of the 
schoolmaster^ iflnesS does he supply his place^ 
by directing a factor oi* Writer to take charge 
of the sdhoOlT*— The governor has never had - 
occasion to use injunction with Mr. Short; he 
did not hesitate remohstFating with the late 
tha{>laiii on his inattention. Re attached a 
native Clefrk (Mr. Graves) for the assistance of 
the schoolmasftet, who has never been ill dmr- 
ittg my i^esidetice at Cape Coast. 

13. Do you l^now of any Spahish or othe:^ 
jjhip or ships, ^htch n^dr* trading for slaves near 
€ape Coast ih i^ll or 1818, if so, nathethem? 
«— Kumbeiless H^paiiish vessels hav« anchored 
just otit of cahtion shot of Cape Coast Castle, 
during 1817 and 1818, generally off Moree, a 
Dutch fort, hi two instances I have been 
seht off tb advise captaiYis of men of war, just 
arrived, of the circumstance, who replied, that 
they dared Hot oblige them to remove. 

13. Did you know or hear of a mate of a 
Spanish Ship so employed, residing for any 
length of time in the town of Cape Coast ? — It 
was nevier known, or even fainted, that such i, 
p^rsoi^ li^as'&tCape Oban duiing llhe whole of 
itJy residtoce iHert ; if he had, the governor 
must have kniowti it, for pefsotts wew con- 

s 
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sts^idy ou the^ watch, from his vi^laat afnxiety 
to arrest every native ^ot Edrpptn^n so em* 

, 14.. Has any slave trade been carried on at 
the town of Cape Coast to yotir knowleidge or 
|[>elief ?— -Positively not.. 
> 16, Has the Caboceer of Cape Coast or the 
Company's Linguist been engaged in supply- 
ingany Spanish ships with slaves?— ^No! I do 
not thipt;: they could possibly have done so 
without its. . reaching the . governor's ears> in 
whi9h case their company's pay would have 
been forfeited, and they would^^ave been dis-^ 
missed from their employments. . : 

16. What have been the measures taken to 
prevent the slave trade at Cs^ Coast?— The 
instant the present governor came to the chair, 
he sent outi the guard to arrest the famous 
mulatto slave trader, Brue, who had insulted 
the former governor in chief in the hall of the 
castle with, impunity, and relying on the num^ 
bers of his adherents (being very superior to 
the garrison) did not think any governor would 
have the temerity to attempt to seize him : he * 
escaped wiljh: great difficulty, and has never 
been allowed to enter the town since, though 
amongst other expedients for mediation, he 
has expendecl a considerable sum to induce 
that of the king of Ashantee, on which th^ 
following rei^ark l^as been made in my report 
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on the trade of Ashantee. ' ** One thousand 
BiBves left Ashantee- for two Spanish schooheri^^ 
or Americans under* that flag, to our know- 
ledge> during our residence there, doubtless 
tibe whole number was much greater': since 
our return it must have been very consider^ 
able^forthe slave trade was never more brisk 
ihan it" is at this moment, under the cloak df 
the Spanish ' flag ; and great risk has been inf 
eurred, iif consequence of offending bur neW 
friend and formidable neighbour, th^, king of 
Ashantee; from the firm resistance of hisstrdng 
itfi^eaties to the governor in chief, to allow th^ 
rjgturn of a powerful mulatto slave trader to 
Cape G6ast town, whence he had been ex- 
pelled under the present government as th^ 
most daring promoter of that commerce/' 
When Brue and about twenty Spaniards landed 
and took possesision of the evacuated Dutch 
fort at Moi'ee, I conversed with general Dalen- 
dels on the subject, and he said, he had Hot 
force to disp^ossess them any more than Our- 
selves. ' ^ 

V 17. If, in yourjudgment, steps might be taken 
more effectually to suppress the slave trade at 
that place, please to state them ? — I think, the 
garrison of Cape Coast should be stronger, in. 
order to spare a detachment at any time, (with*, 
out endangering the security of the Cas^e,' as 
at present,) to seize any slaves which may be 

£ 8 



l^ttemp^ed .to^beiShippe4 in the neighboui^ofrdi 
of the fprtSt aad to preveat foreign crqws l^n^r, 
?Ag by, tbe. invitation of nmj^t^oi^ to ^ur^ 
*uch an objiect. . 

18. Does the go vejfior possess sufficient pow^r 
to prevent at^ sjave. trs^do being oaiiried on a^ 
Cap? Coa^t. town P-^Hi^ cf^ndnot and address 
hftve given bun. this* power^, which hi&.forc^ 
f^pftainly pould not <f ndiqifd authority i§ waqtr 
Ing for ijfi^Enmarj puniship^ientSj insi^e«4 pf Unr 
IP^ring imprisonment. 

^19. Did yon ever see any slaves eipbarlped *k 
the Sally Port at Cape Coa^t <jastlf ?-^9i .^wr 
any one .else since the abqUtion.^ It was f^t^ 
tempted undor Mr, Dawi^pn> government to 
^hip them at aome distance fnmthe CA^le» b^t 
he instantly dispa^hed the . guard tp >px^ 

yentit. . : » •. • •-::.::• 

20. Are canoes of spy^ ox njine paddies W ^bf 
procured on tho cp8»st ?— 1 should tfc^iik ro. 

21. State to the Pomipittee, W^y qa^ipeji ^ 

eleven, thirteen and fifteen Jian4»^ftTe s^w^ya 

employed at Cape Coast to convey gentl^meity 
(however low in the ^eryice,) to ^he jont-lprts/ 
when those of ^even or nine would fiPAwisr tt^^ 

; . « , ■ ' • 

* It would not be dificult to prove, that the gentlemaiiy 
whom I presume to have invented that and other circum* 
•tSDoes to impofle on Bk James Yeo» was himself the only 
ftntiril gSWcrnoK eonaected with titare .t^ert |iii06 Hm? abo- 
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pUi^Me at &o much less expense ?^-^I 66nceiVd 
l^igiKtust be from th^ impression of the policy 
of respectable appearances, as we controttl the 
Batives by their opinion of us, rather than our 
force. This may not be ahogether justifiable. 
I think a small euttei" boat would be a great 
saving to the Gcnmiiittee^ and contribirte much 
to fee recovery of convalescent officers, wh6 
ihightbe put on board when she was sent to 
out-forts with stores or necessaries, which could 
nof be ccmveyed but by her or by canoes. T6 
the best 6f my recollection, (niy absence in 
Adhante^^ and my situation, n6i hiaving given 
me the opportunity of particular enquiries,) 
llie expense of a t^Anoe to Accra is 5Z, and 
ofBoersand Dutch merchants who have cuttet 
boats for their private trade, charter them in 
emergencies to the governor for an ounce p*f 
gold a trip, so that thereis in this case a saving 
of qfiore than the difference of tonnage, Vvhich 
is of it^lf considerable. 

23. At what distance from the fort is the Ne\v 
Garden ? — I think five miles. I was to have 
• surveyed the road, by the governor's request, 
when my Ashantee papers were completed. 

23. What is its size? — I judge labout seven 
acres> an addition of one third having been 
made by the present governor. 

«4» How is it protected P— There is no occa- 
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^on for protection. but against, petty robbecies^ 
and for that purpose two families are coiistaatl^i 
resident. t • *: . 

25. Is it. productive ? — ^The soil is poor, but 
much improved by the present governor's at- 
tempts to enrich, and contrivai^ces tawaC^r it 9 
he found it a perfect wilderness, but it ^s now 
a neat English garden. The. governor is parti- 
cularly anxious for its improvement, visiting it 
about four times a week, and> when English, 
seeds have failed, procuring , others . from the^ 
Dutch settlers : vegetables, hitherto^ unknowfir 
on the coast,, now grow th^re, and supply the 
governor's table. .« 

36. In what, state are the ro^s near Cape- 
Coast, and how far do they, e?cti$nd, either into< 
the interior, or along the coa^t towards Elmina, 
on one side, and Annamaboe on the other Pr--* 
Ther^ is no road but that leading to the gar^ 
den> which, when the governor came to the^ 
chair, was a path almost overgrown ; but he 
has already made considerable progress jn 
forming a new road, from eighteen to twenty^ 
feet wide, stubbing up the roots of ^ the trees 
so as to keep it clear more easily, and making 
a drain on each side to prevent the rains from 
washing it away. A road was made to Elmina 
by private subscription among the officers, for 
the purpose of returning the Dutch governor's 
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yUit to Cape Coast some yeacs ago, but even 
lp»g before the govarament of Mr. DawsoQ> ifr 
was overgrown. , 

^. a7. What distaaise is Fetu river from Cs^pe 
C^^t^or is tbepe any other river nearer?— 
About five miles, being close to the govempr*^ 
garden. , 

. 38. Is it practicable^ at a small expensie, to 
make a cut from that river, so as to give ^ sup- 
ply of water to Cape Coast town;?— I. am not 
prepared to speak without a rough survey, but 
I should think about 2,000/. Company's pay.^ 

39> Does Mr. Smith ensure protection to the 
persons and property of the British ? — ^^Invaria-f, 
bly, to the satisfaction of every body, aiid with 
a pi:omptness and spirit unknown both ^ to the 
officers and natives, before, he came to the 
^air. A governor apd : {AeooJ^r of council 
having, very prejudiciaUy .to.the character . of 
i^ service, and very jop^ortufiiely for the as- 
persions of general Daefidels, traded by st^iiiltte 
under a Dutch fort, though the goods weroi 
seized by right, as a breach of national faiths* 
yet the governor's influence over general 
Daendels, induced their surrender. 

SO. In what estimation is he held by the 
natives ? — His spirit and firmness have sejciired 
him the deference and respect, not only, of the 
Fantees^ but of the niost powerful mo]aarch pf 
th£ mterior»,with. an establishment by no mean$ 
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Sdetiuate to the impression^ l>tit adverse father 
^afi aiixfliaiy ta it ) and b j Ms prudetice and 
address he conciliatej^^ whilst he awes him; I 
hieg ifea^e tb add, that mere formal relationship 
cannot prejudice me in the governor's favour, 
Adf even the habits of confidential friendship 
in the present case. In private, I have ven* 
Mtei freqij^ntty, with his permission, to ex^ 
pWdB a differenee of opinion on points of pub*^ 
Me dilty, imd 1 tiUte considet^ ihyscflf mijustl;^ 
Aggrieved from his dread of partiality. I ^nk 
the governor ddes not sn166ientiy e^act the 
respect and etiquette he practises, that he is 
feM indulgent to anwoithy inen, too tolerant 
ikid lenient to characters and conduct he' must 
Aeii^ise, when he consults either his judgmehi 
#r his feelings, too fearful of the dissatisfactitm 
M'lllose beii^eiatll faiti in every respect, and to^ 
liefereM 1^ a counteii «f wh^tti he ou|^t to Mt 
uidepehdeilt, wiveti Aqt prefer clemency tii 
jiM^c^, tfhA r^pHikiand to dismissal, even th 
CMM (bK Use tttost grdsii atid- dil^^ceAil con^ 
*l<Jt.* ^ 

* The followmg letter and flttefiwiil triO cdtaiin thii 
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SIlU Cape Costly Jan. GihflSl^^ 

I am directed by the Governor to inform you, that 

Uttifftelf a&fl th^ CouDcH having considered yoiu: complaint 

igtiM Mh ■'■! ■ ■ ! ., widi his feplf^ atb df opittibn, ihstt y6d 

IWBtewiriMil^faBiyof « AiadfliMi ilv«Mfoi&46 iiiJtM 
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31. Has he sufficient authority to abate the 
nuisances so much complained of^ of the na- ^ 
tives committing indecencies under the fort 
walls ?-r-Effectually. Every native is obliged^ 
under a penalty always enforced, to frequent 
a remote part of the beach, for the purposes 

an unblemished reputation, and they have consequently 
dismissed your tomplaint with censure. 

I am further instructed to impress on you> that an imme« 
diate and entire alteration of conduct, degrading in general 
to your high rank in the servi'ce/is'necessary, for yourowid 
interest, and to justify the indulgelice of the Council in the 
leyes of the Committee. 

I am. Sir, &c. &c. 

, (Signed; J, TASKER WILLIAMS, Deputy Secretary^. 

H. A, A. Esq* ..; 

Member of Council* . 
Governor of Tantum Fort. 

This public letter was certainly an irrevocable pledge of 
the determination of the governor and council to remove 
their colleague firom his high rank, if not from the service* 
if he persevered in his' degradkig habits, especially if hd^ 
was again convicted of a falsehood — ^he was — and withia 
twenty-four hours. On receipt of the above public letter* 
this member of council, in a rage, wrote an indecorous 
letter for bis discharge^ but being reminded by his friends' 
that he could not from his ignorance get an appointment 
worth at least iSlOOO a year in any other service, he wrote 
again with the most pitiful suppliancy to the governor to 
take no notice ot his former' public letter. The governor 
unjustifiably indulged him, from charity, when he ought, for 
the good and honor of the service, at least, to have de- 
graded him to a factor, or to something that gave him ^ 
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which were formerly a nuisance in all direc- 
tions. Great credit is due to Mr. Dawson, for 
a wall he had built auxiliary to this regula- 
tion. 

82. Do the gentlemen in Cape Coast Castle 
live comfortably? — They ought to live com- 
^Xtably ', it ii^ th^ ir oiyn fault if th^y do noUt 

mere comfortable subsistence. In less than' a inontb the 
governor's indulgence was quoted, and reflected f^ainst 
hin^, by another member of council, when in his own case^ 
m^Mis mutandis^ he was not allowed to recal a public letter, 
in which he had vacated one fort for the command of 
another. 

The governor of Tantura, being thus saved from ruin, 
"tad probably from starvation^ by the governor in chief's 
goodness of heart, he requites it by immediately propagating a 
misrepresentation|to the injury of his benefactor's dignity and 
ability, andto the diminution of his own pitifUlness ; declaring 
publicly to the officers, that the governor in reply to his 
spirited demand of his discharge, had written him a private 
note to induce him to retire, and adding, that this. pre- 
tended reluctance on the part of the governor, proceefled 
from his inability to do without him, and the apprehension of 
an appeal to hb friends in the Committee. An officer whose 
ability and conduct would be a credit to any service, hearing 
this libel on the governor in chief, communicated it to him 
bpenly. The member of council was confronted, and 
confessed this second falsehood. The governor deter- 
mined to degrade this man, hut consulting the leading 
member of council, he found he should be opposed in doing 
o; but ought he not to have used his pow.er of acting 
independent of his Council; in such a case ought h^ to have 
permitted their mercantile sympathy to have compelled him 
to iiijure the public good, by tolerating a worthless indi- 
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88. Are they sociable and friendly among 
tliemselves? — Those officers who are gentle* 
met! by conduct and education, the number 
of whom is certainly the minority, would soon 
lose that character were they to associate with 
the majority. 

84. Are those who hare not the pritilege of 
the governor's table occasionally asked to dine 
with him? — Every one whose decency of 
<)onduct admits of it. Respectable conduct is 
all the governor requires on this occasiotir 
Two gentlemen in particular, have biefcn dist 
appointed in the ei^pectation of being invited 
to the governor's table. One was sant out W 
a writer to Cape Coailt some ye^rs ago, when 
his dep^avity> t6 say no more, soon beeame 
notorious) and after a year or two he was sent 

Mdnal^ of \vbotn, he could imnifediatefy after write the fbk 
lowing Bote, at note in which he not only actually condemna 
the man he has just screened, but virtually those by whom 
he has been influenced, to do so ^ 

DEAR SIR^ Cupe Coast CasOe, fVedneada^. 

I ftel perfectly persuaded, that it was with 
the best of intentions, you were actuated to expose the hite 
conduct of Mr. A» He has, indeed, in too many instances 
proved himself unworthy of the situation he fills in the 
fletvicey dnd every person toho has an inhsresi in the wlfbre of 
Mt cannot btift be anxious for his removal. 

YoUr's, Ac* 

(Signed; J, H. SMITH. 
F 3 
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home hy the subscription of the officers. The 
vessel going to Gaboon, he there quarrelled 
with the captain, and insisted upon being left 
on shore amongst the natives, giving a certifi- 
cate that it was of his own free will. His gross 
depravity is still a theme at Gaboon, for so he 
requited the compassion and hospitality of the 
natives ; and thus aggravated instead of ame- 
liorating the indifferent opinion of British mo- 
rality in both quarters of the coast. The Lord 
Mulgrave, in which I afterwards visited Gaboon, 
found him there in a wretched state, yet it was 
with difficulty that the charterer and super- 
cargo, a humane man, persuaded him to come 
on board and be carried to Cape Coast. He 
reached that place diseased and miserable^ 
was attended by the chief surgeon, supported 
hy charity y and again sent home by the officers 
in a Dutch vessel. He was re-appointed and 
sent out again as a writer in the store ship of 
1817. Another officer who has felt disap- 
pointed at not being invited to the governor's 
table I sailed with in the store ship of 1816. 
Every passenger, as well as myself, was 
disgusted with the depraved and low vul- 
garity of his conduct, which he. pursued to 
such an excess when at Cape Coast, that being 
scarcely noticed by any respectable officer, 
and being naturally restless and discontented, 
he applied to the governor in chief for his dis- 
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charge, who was very reluctantly compelled to 
refuse it to hipi, apprehending the Committee's 
displeasure if he gave a discharge to an officer 
so recently arrived. In contempt, or rather in 
defiance of the governor's orders, this person 
stole on board a vessel in the roads during the 
night, and thus deserted and sailed to England. 
The governor advised that he had gone off 
without leave ; he came out again as a resident 
in 1817, and a few months afterwards his re- 
appointment came out, when there were three 
respectable supernumeraries in the vessel 
which brought it. I must beg leave to submit, 
that this is construed by a certain class of 
officers, perhaps not personally acquainted 
with the feelings of the Committee, into a 
€ounte7ia7ice of insult or defiance to the gover- 
nor's authority, and a tacit exoneration from 
submission or respect to it*. 

' * A member^ of the Committee^ I presume the uncle of 
this young man, wrote against the above reply^ that it must 
be a mistake, as Mr. O. the officer alluded to^ was not re-ap- 
pointed : this is too gross. Mr. O. was summoned on duty, 
in the Secretary's Office, as being notified in the dispatches 
that he was re-appointed; he re-assumed his uniform, 
applied for quarters in the Castle, received an allowance for 
irenty and applied to be n;iade deputy secretary. Could a 
man who was not in the service have dared to have done 
thus; would a. governor who would not see hiim, who felt 
his re^ippointment to be an insult to himselfy have per- 
mitted such presumption. The other officer 30 re-appointed, 
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, 95. Is it the eustom of the governor to asso^ 
ciate with the officers ?— I heg to refer to the 
^nswer to 33. The governor is a well-bred 
gentleman^ and a man of education : he never 
loses his dignity^ but he is invariably a most 
Itgreeableapd instructive companion to thosje • 
whose conduct or pursuits are congenial to his 
own. In proof .that this is not always the case^ 
^yen in members of council, who during their 
residence at the castle are forced by right on 
bis society, I beg to refer to copies of a public 
and private letter of the governor in chief I ' 
must submit to the consideration of the Com? 
mittee, that a certain member of council canno^ 
write or spell his own language, and I must 
more particularly impress on the Committee, 
that during the most anxious moments of the 
negotiations at Ashantee, whed I was ardu* 
ously solicitous to impress the king with th^ 
honour and superior conduct of the governors, 
whp were to protect his subjects in their coin- 
mercial visits to 'the #ater side, it wds ari- 
nounced to us by the king's council, that the 
latest news brought to Ashantee from the coasi 
was, that the soldiers and slaves under thie 
command of this governor bad deserted him in 
his fort, and ran, or rather crawled away to 

wIm) abused the geoeroiu hoepitiOity of the nad^M <yf GidM>tt^ 
by the inl>st revoltin|^ practices, losing hit hand in t|ie narf > 
had became un incamirunu $0 m Canmd^e&^M. 
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!iead quarters, to prove to the governor in 
chief, that they had beeii starvqd and defpauded 
of their pay. 

36. In the event of disputes among the 
gentlemen in the castle, does the governor 
interpose for the purpose of reconciling 
them, or obliging the offending party to make 
atonement ? — Whenever they are submitted to 
him, or he hears of - such, that is, if they are 
not of that paltry and degrading kind which 
^aily occur between unworthy charactevs^ 
without infringing on public order. • 

87. What is the present practice as to the 
hall table, does it entitle the parties to break** 
fast and dinner ? — ^To dinner and evening rei 
freshment. 

38. Officers of ships of war, strangers gene- 
rally, members of the council, and chiefs of the 
out-forts, are they entertained at the governor's 
table ? — Officers of ships of war always— mem* 
bers of council by right — governors and offi* 
cers from out-forts by courtesy, if of correct 
conduct — respectable strangers always. 

39. Has each member of council a room at 
Cape Coast Castle, for his own use while there? 
— ^Always. 

40. When captains of liis Majesty's shipil 
stay on shore, when and how are they accom^ 
itiodated at Cape Coast? — They have the. best 
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member of council's room, handsomely fur- 
nished by the present governor for the pur- 
pose. It is the room he occupied as vice-pre- 
sident. 

41. Has any addition been made to the 
number of soldiers at Cape Coast in the last 
two years ? — I think there has, but a very small 
one. 

42. Who and what are they, which were last 
enlisted, are they mulattoes or blacks, freemen 
or slaves ? and if the latter, to whom do they 
belong ? — Mulattoes and natives of the town 
and neighbourhood, which is very impolitic, 
making even this small force ineffective from 
local and family attachments, inseparable from 
human nature: they cannot be expected to 
act against their own relatives. With submis- 
sion, some of the captured negroes from Sierra 
Leone, would be the desirable military force, 
and better than any European: they would 
have no attachments, but such as the consi- 
derate kindness of their officers might induce ; 
they would be inured to the climate, and be 
valuable companions, if not intelligent guides, 
for future missions to the interior. 

48. Five hired carpenters and bricklayers 
having been employed at Cape Coast, are those 
belonging to the Company so few, or so in- 
competent as not to be equal to the work, or 
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coitlpfetmg the dU^i^I atid ap^AtiMetitd aid^dth 
iAg'?--il belfevtf they' were EhwJria wo^kiae^ 
yrho are pn)verbwlHy better thart 6«rt, ail4r 
only engaged on aecoifnt of the etiaf>^l, 1^/ ^ 

44. Do ycm ktK>w any thki^ ^ tfeei <5fer^ 
cmntstanee of a peiwn iemti Elmina bftviMg^ 
IWeiy ^fftiployed to Wnd the jrtrWie books- in the^ 
secretary's office ?--^I think I heard of Mf . Daw- 
son having sent tfa9 office MS. books to be 
bound at Elmina, because they wer^ penstuidig 
for want of it, and because there was no per- 
son who knew how to bind them a* Cape 
Coast. 

45. Who is the present surveyor ?— -^Mr. Cle- 
land. 

46. Is he a man of colottr ? — ^Yes. 

47. Has he received an edacation to fit \ittct 
for su^h a station ?— No ! I think a surveyor 
^ould be professionally educated. 

48. Is be capable of Greeting' a building of 
any kind ?--*Moi^e so than afi^ one there. I 
find- the foWowfng memorandum amongst my 
Owtf observations. " Mr. Qeland is very tm- 
assuming, and industrious to sa€h a faboriou» 
i!^%tt^f that 1 do not think any European 
iJOttld go through what he does daily/' Ceif- 
tainly there is no encouragement for a re^ 
0(^Mtable oAeer to acd^pl the appointment of 

G 
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deputy sttnreyor^ because the sufi^nor being a 
native^ and not rising i^ the service, th^re is 
no prospect of the higher appointment, which 
is but a fair reccmipence for the drudgery and 
subservience of an assistant. I believe Mr. 
Clelandhas long been destitute of any effec- 
tad>l assistance from a deputy surveyor, the 
conduct of the officer last appointed, : being 
only ^ixcusable from the general impression of 
his «derangej3i!ent of intellect. 

T. Edward BowDiCH. 

December 26, 1818. 

« - ' < • 

I received the proof of another series of en- 
quiries after this, which were to be sent out to ^ 
Africa^ as suggestions to their governors, or 
hints of the information they should collect 
for the curiosity and benefit of the public. 
The secretary begged me to add, or erase any 
thing I thought fit. I made some additions^ 
and erased some enquiries which would have 
exposed the Committee to ridicule, and not 
have amended their former blunders; such for 
instance as, ^' what is the state of literature 
ai^ongst the Fantees?" -" Have they any 
poetical feeling?" &c. &c. 
J Finding the Committee would not give me 
any promotion for my services, I addressed the 
following letter to them, previous to my apply-. 
iT\g to the governnient, that it .might be said. 
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after twelve months patience, that I hat) giv^it 
them evety opportunity. 

Gentlemen, 

The public and private acknow^ 
ledgments which I have received of the merits 
of the execution of the mission to Ashantee^ 
and of the practical importance of the views its 
success has enabled me to submit for the 
benefit of commerce, civilization, and science» 
assure me that my exertions are appreciated, 
and that in desiring no other reward for indus* 
try and zeal, enhanced by the risk of life, than 
an opportunity of prosecuting r the same con^ 
duct for greater results, I am acting in unisdii 
with the wishes of the government, the men of 
science, and the public. 

I feel the propriety of seeking such an ap- 
pointment at your hands, before I apply to the 
govemhient, from the presumption that your 
want of means, rather than your want of dis- 
position will make sQch a resort necessary, 
and which I am disposed, as a just compli- 
ment, to make through your medium if you 
have not the least objection. 

You will naturally wish to understand my 
expectations before you countenance them. 
I am anxious to exert myself in every possible 
manner, which the prudence of others may 
sanction, for t'he progress of discovery as far 



^ it p^fcjpi^ to tji!5.;iippgrpvei»^ 
merce, science, and civUi^)|,|;ip^.^ ,^4 ^^V3f ^^^ 
no other assistance than that of such young 
officers as I may find disposed to perfor]!! ^omfx 
d^tjr for their p^y;, ancl to r<^c^^ such general 
iiM^ruptio5i, >yijth ;^ id^w to^hfip #toe^ Xo con;^ 
duqt eipba^ies x>r fill ^siji^ei^^,, as J x^pui^ 

t^r^stedness, . ^ ,,.^,.., .; .. ^.,, 

As l;be: gradual and ijaujtip,v§ ^pefpi^\^ Jk 

skJWhi subpaii: to tbe C(>)ap9V ^^H^ .^^ f^-^. 
dJu^cussi^ ^d deteqni^^ it is of:^t^ xufffifaff^^ 
able thsft I should expect to b^ a mfJo$^^ pi 
it, r^taiui^ff n^ former Htuoti^n^ in Urn rmi. lift^ 
^ adyopate tbpse vip vsrjii ^^^^^ I \wvi^^ ^^^r^ 
Tiated, for whiqU I should be pjore. particularly 
responsible, and in which ao i^ther. member 
could feel so deeply interested as mypelf. 

As, Mr. J)uf)m3' seat in council is,a prece- 
deot for miijie, $o is his salary also, and J bpg 
r^»p^tfully to submit, that considering our 
cpmps^rative i^laims, (Mr. Pupuis having; osoier^ly 
bfieOL fpuud :to fiU a .sijbi^q.tiQn which my V^^f^- 
|yy created) and the labpur, responsibility, ajid 
risk of my undertakings, I (^ouM not accept 
less than 500/, a year to be paid -in sfc^ng 
mx)i>ey in England) with the liberty of pnbJUsb- 
i^g the annual reports of ouf enterjpriz^s^ ^- 
pressedlyt) " by permission of the African Com- 
mitter." 
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I fhmild ^bo foticit tto Cemxutteeto aid my 

^i^ipftti$tsitii^the;g(^eiwai foritlnebmret taak 
fff ^^ptiEiin ifi A£riear ^^ necessuy 16 the reghtar 
a^dnpt ^ffsuch ^ttrpifaies. In omseqineiice of 
nnch fmOf^ ^nd. of my beiftg ^ncom»EAed niJA 
trad^ I isfaould beg to to afxpouated'ootniisaiMb- 
i?ig officer ^tb« troops^ tie extiid mktry fmiiflm^ 
mgwith i^premnt poueasor^ ■■■' 

In adAiAon to 4rhe AestimoBiBS idiicfa $ 4[;a^ 
}fky bdfop^tb^fComniitteeil bieg to suhBiit^ tlmt 
a diifstitigiiisbed: member of tke .iBMstttntB of 
Fip«ice» bM addfie^^ed &iB mdti to iSir Jo^epb 
Bimls^ of my im^ertaking some astrbncmiioal 
obs^V(9l>ona at Cafke Coast Casde of the ^rst 
hop^ortatice. . Coiisiderablexpedft i^rbuicl be re- 
jSeetie4 ontbeOocnmittee^ if ttieee ohserratioiM 
were xnade by au-ofiioer of Amrs, aind ^ tbe 
lieiud qwirtei» of their sett^ennents ; this credit 
would be acquired at iittle ei^^eiice from «he 
arrangemeots proposed. 

You mlU I am dsure, feel tbe propriefy of 
favoiiriiig me with an early aiiswer to this ap- 
{rtacation, and yon will hot wonder^ con^dering 
my zeal for enterprizc >«d the piii»uits con- 
nected with it^ that I should use every appeal 
to the gotrerament fortxts indulgence^ directly 
OA youir advising me that you have not the 
wieans, -pr, which I wauld not willij\gly beKere^ 
jaot tk^ 4is|pQ^tion ta do Iwtkie to Kiy claiaib 
attdto )peep4iaee with tko irabiic 'eicpeetaitioM^ 
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* My appeal to the govetnment will be founded 
OB the nnmerotis testimonies of men^f pditicecl 
and scientific eminence, impressite of their 
'^bigh approbation of what has been done, and 
their sanguine expectations of what may be 
•done, and also on the appointment of Mr. 
Dapuis^> and I must also submit to the Com- 
mittee, in candour, that I cannot personally 
justify my claims and pretensions, without ar- 
rogance, otherwise than by comparing my own 
conduct with that of officers high in the ser- 
vice, whose comparative supineness and igno- 
rance, independent of disgraceful conduct, 
must when detailed enhance my exertions. 

This is the only course by which I can avoid 
the presumption of a direct assertion of merits 
and qualifications, which may appear insignifi- 
cant but from the comparison, and I shall thus 
convince the public of the difficulty experi- 
enced by the Committeie, in composing a ser- 
vice, where risk and reward are so dispropor- 
tionate, of such officers as they could desire. 

Impressing my anxiety for an early reply, 
I am with respect. 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 
T. Edward Bowdich. 

* This gentleman was appointed by the Committee, resi- 
dent at Coomassie, the capital of A Aantee, with a salary of 
600f. a year^ immediately upon my communicatiiig ibe' JHs* 
oovery of that extensive town. 
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To this letter the Conunittee merely repliied, 
that they could not grant my request^ and rer 
^erred me to a minute as the only satisfaction. 
, This minute was of a resolution, passed after 
much reluctance, to allow a thousand a year 
Company's pay, (equal to about 600/. sterling,) 
for the expences of missions of discovery, the 
salaries and recompense of officers engaging in 
them, and of the residents appoiqted in conse* 
quence. This was neyer communicated to me^ 
but merely shewn to me as a matter of favour 
by the secretary, and when J enquired if I 
could not . receive an appointment . from the 
•Committee, with a view to the furtherance ojf 
this resolution, I was told. No ! I must go out 
as a writer, and depend on the pleasure of the 
council ; that is, sue for justice from the men 
.whom the Committee's questions compelled 
me to expose, and plead for science with indi- 
viduals who can scarcely write their -own 
names. 

4 

To be commander of the troops at Cape 
Coast Castle, is to be captain of the guard over 
forty wretched Company's slaves and negroes, 
an appointment I desired gratuitously, to meet 
the mercantile economy of the Committee, by 
allowing them to save that salary out of what 
they mi^ht allow me for other purposes, (after 
the promotion or retirement of the present 
<:aptain of the guard,) and that I might^know 
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M^offHS^i ^tiktipiiny me6n' the tieM ^xpe- 

' i h«y<5r alreftdy liatdf bdca^ion ta mentiott dne 
ftfl^rtilffef 6f CcfttAdil ht my tepfie^ to the Cbiti- 
intttee, ^a (fisgWtce W any ^ervrce, both m^- 
f^y .i^(f ftW5rifl/, d? ilian whor, to me Mr. 
CJoeft'i* onTrt dpfrtrfcwi df him, when he aj/peamf 
b€fihri« the'Cbimttttteei is' Mlf an icfi'ot. Anothcrr 
f IfaVe sjrt*ett: of ai? ^ Bstntonjfpt tfider, despised 
hy(ht tf)it?res'. A tfiiirdf eame otif sprite yeai*$ 
^^0 tcith Ms father, (Wh6 was ttpwards of sixty 
yeaiiJ of age wfren' tppotnted! as a Writer, as 
Wefl ai? his son,]^ an tmedfucated bojr of four- 
teetf, rose to a government, lived as a native 
am6ngst the natives;, atie with thetn, recreated 
"With them, dressed as a common nrtriartto; and 
became the instrft, the rrdicnle, and the eon- 
tempt of the peoJE^fe of Ws government. * He 
Weiit to £ngknd; staid two years, bonght some 
goods, and came out with his commission in his 
hand frbrti the Committee as member of the 
cottiiet!. He is moi^t nnfortunatefy deficient 
eveo in common nndevstanding. 

Was it presumption in me to ask to srt 
amongst strch men, to urge a little jtrstiee to 
tiews of discovery they would zealondy, tgno- 
rantly, and scdflshiy thwart ? to secwre some 
Kftfe goorf to my cattntry, without enjoying the 
dtikty t4 It memb er of counc^, and rfetoainrng 
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but a writer on the rajik li3t? for such wa9 
my propositiop ; and if the members of couu- 
cil were what they ought to be, men of cha- 
racter and conduct, of ability to protect and 
improve our interests in Africa, if not to cou'- 
ceive^ suggest, and execute enterprise, qualifi- 
cations which ought to be the considerations 
validating their extra pay ; if this were the 
case, let me ask was it presumption in me to 
ask for a seat amongst them for creating the 
first consulship in the interior of Africa, when 
Mr- Dupuis was presented with a seat merely 
for filling it. 

.^ Poor Mr. Tedlie, one of my companions on 
the mission, has not lived to be punished for 
his courage, his zeal, and his humanity;. I 
have paid a small tribute to his memory in my 
publication ; a better heart or a more honour- 
able mind never existed ; but Mr. Hutchison, 
my other companion, and who was left by me 
as resident at Coomassie, still lives to enquire 
of the government and, the country, (and his 
diary, which I have published, must have im- 
pressed his peculiar qualifications on both,) 
why, after risking his life in such an expedi- 
tion> why, after filling the arduous duties of 
resident to the admiration of the governor, in - 
dustriously acquiring the languages, and ac- 
commodating himself to ev^ry thing, why he 
lihpuld be superseded and thrown back from a 

H 
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pay of £400 a y^ar t6 a writershit) of jPl60, anrf 
that to benefit a stranger to the service, Mr/ 
iJupufe, whose favour with the Committee arose 
from his inniishing some notes, and helping 
them to get up Adaihs the Sailor's Narrative. 

t will just submit two cases of individuals, 
"Who Were liberally rewarded a few months 
back for failures, " solatia victo," in the very 
same field of enterprize ; merely to jnstify ihy 
claim to a moderate recompense for success, 
when that moderate recompense would merely 
have placed me in a situation to expose my 
life to achieve more. 

Mr. ttydecoper, a Dutch mulatto, who was 
sent to Afehantee by General Daendels, was 
detained twelve months from Want of conduct 
and address, failed in every object of his 
mission, and as General Daendels told me 
himself, and as is confessed by the other Dutch 
officers, had nothing to report, excepting that 
Coomassie contained 200,000 inhabitants, and 
had a gold mine close to it, being a man as 
inferior in acquirement as in rank, has never- 
theless been generously rewarded by the King 
of the Netherlands with the Government of 
Chamah for the mere risk of his life in Im 
bisirren and unsuccessful enterprise. 

Colonel Starrenburg (of the Engineers) at 
Elmina Castle, has been two or three days' 
pull of a canoe up the Ancobra, the Chamah 
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^r Bpopempra^ gnd the Volta^ (with a Danish 
flag and ofl^c^r) excursions involving no risk> 
as the people of the banks aitd environs are in 
Putch and Danish pay, requiring no fortitude 
x>r exertion, and pcqupjing but a day or two^ 
They s^fForded no more than the courses and 
poundings of the rivers so far, without any di$- 
t{|.nces frona survey, or otherwise than by- 
guess ^ and in short, as the colonel confesses, 
yielded UQ information and disappointed hinx.* 
Colonel Starrenburg's activity and ability^ 
though tha results were inadequate, have beei^ 
deservedly acknowledged by the King of th^ 
Netherlands by an addition of 2000 gueldep* 

* General Daemdels sent copies otf Colonel S.tarrenburg's 
charts and reports of the first excursions with that feeling 
'(whether afieeted or genuine does not alter the fact) wiiicb 
Mgards 4ciontific pursi^ts aa distinct from poKtica^ or oppi* 
jpaerdal rivalry, an^ due in jam uncivilizied country from one 
European setU^nent to another. These charts and reports 
were sent home to the Committee without beii\g copied ; and 
the commodore of the station being inclined to send some 
"boats on an excursion, was surprised to learn thcrre were so 
joopie^ of the charta on the very spot to whiob tkey rcdfit^, 
(•nd wi^iqre qn)y they were li^ly to be f n^i^irf^ fpc X^ife 
reports and charts, however, ^o liberally communicated, 
were not even acknowledged by the Committee to General 
paehdels, who told me that after such very offensive cioA- 
tempt» he eould not think of intruding Colonel Starrenburg^s 
chart •of the Volta on the Committee's aoceptance, diongh 
ji^ ba4 nq objoctim to /canwaunicate ^j particplarf tp me 
^ a priwifa jjf^otlemim. r 
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to his former pay, which was previously aided 
by his holding the secretaryship, with oiie of 
two other appointments. 

After the account of the Ashantee missioil 
has been read, I may in comparison safely 
inquire if I had not a right to expect pro- 
motion from the Committee, for the success of 
a mission which realized commercial and sci* 
entific desiderata, and, what was more, put 
an end to the apprehensions for our settle- 
ments, and to a carnage and devastation in- 
credible but to those who witnessed the hor* 
rors of the successive Ashantee invasions. 
Kone can imagine the gloomy depopulation, 
the ruin and the misery of the Fantee terri- 
tories which the mission traversed. More than 
half the wretched inhabitants had beea butch- 
ered on the spot, or dragged to the interior 
as victims for the superstitious rites at Coo- 
massie; the rest had been left to perish by 
famine. I think meanly of the Fantees in ge- 
.Beral, but the little deputation which came to 
rcompliment and thank me at Paintree, for 
having procured them that peace they had for 
!ever. despaired of, convinced me they were 
grateful. They quitted the forests, rebuilt 
their towns, and the abundant crops which 
^succ!;eeded their peaceful labour, led for the 
'first time to the exportatioh of corn to the 
West Indies, and Madeira. The Ashantee and ' 
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hiterior traders arrived daily in eonsideraUe 
parties with gold and ivory, and travelled 
peaceably and unmolested. 

Previous to my conscientious replies to the 
questions which the Committee addressed t<y 
me on the state of the service ^ I had incurred 
their displeasure by confessing to Mr. M^Kerril; 
(the only member who advocated reform, and 
who thanked me cordially for a sketch of 
abuses which I gave him at his request) and 
the secretary, that if Sir James Yeo had but 
inserted the word * generally,' I must have 
attested the truth of his assertions in his dis* 
patches, that the officers of the service had 
neither character nor ability, that the go- 
vernors were mere shop-keepers, that the 
English uniform was disgraced, the flag in- 
sulted, the forts impotent even for the preven^^ 
tion of human sacrifice, and, which was the 
most serious charge of all, that the officers 
were in league with the natives of the water^ 
i^de to cheat those of the interior in trade* I 
could not conscientiously deny this to please 
the Committee; it was too true, and I urged 
the truth to their secretary (who had replied 
to Sir James Yeo) that he might urge reform. 

The character of the officers will be can* 
ceived from the sketches which I was comh 
pelled to submit to the Committee in replying 
to their questions ; by the recollection that H 
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vto Muoowiced to w, whiUt at A^s^antee^ mt 
the latest aews. brought to the fciog by th^ 
traders returned from the co^tj that the sol- 
diers and slaves under the ^omaiand of a go- 
vernor and member of couqcU, had ;deserte4 
bim in his fort, and ran, or^ rather crawled 
away to head-quarters, tp prove to the go-^ 
vernqr in ehief, that they had b^pn starved 
zjad defrauded of their p9y : unfoftunately au)r. 
6wD private intelligeikce was in ^ufirmaiioB : 
how auxiliary to my efforts to impress. th§ 
king with the honour, di^^nity, ai^d benevoleqce 
of the British goverfiors who. invited the vi^ 
of his subjects ! how auspicious to his confi<^ 
dence and resplbcti 

% I will not ;3U;tempt to review the service; that 
woidd indeed he a disgusting task; I will mere- 
ly submit iiTVTO or three of the cases which l^aye 
receaitly come before the pouiicil, to justify my 
assent to Sir Jaanes Yep's opinion, 

A governor of a fort, and ex-member of 
council, trading secretly at jhead-qyarters, 
knowing it to be against his duty ^nd honoiii^ ^ 
jtF a fraud denovneed by the rules of the ser^ 

Ticc^ to which he had pledged himsielf-r— finp4- 
A lientenant of the guard becoming the secret 

-agent of this governor^ knowing, it apoiinted 

to a fraudulent breach of duty^ &rst dexiyf^g 

:!the whole charge oa his honour, (then giyin^ 

jup hadf ithe \g0(0dsji equivocating, declaring; it 
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tvM the iV6oie^ and tiltkn^tely colifesisihg ati- 
6l}ier part on search ^reprimanded. 

Embezzling npif^rards of two hundred pounds, 
the property of a deceased officer, which had 
been entrusted to him on a deafth bed for th^ 
blisters ; steaKng the property of two govemorii 
to whom he had been second ; and acquiring 
the name of awee, or the thief, amongst the 

nUives to be removed from Senior Factor, 

or the first on the list for a govertiment, td 
Junior Writer. This evinced the practical in-^ 
fluence of a sentiment then delivered by a 
member of council,—" Clemency should be 
our first attribute.'* 

Trading by stealth under a Dutch fort, 
knowing it to be the basest contravention of 
the understanding between the two nations, 
and (fisgracing the British name in Africa the 
more fatally, as the act of a member ofeauncit, 

appointed by the Committee in England- 

Gieneral Daendels interceded with • '■ — 
in his favour to restore the goods seized, and 
the offender since appointed to a government. 
The year I arrived in Africa, a complaint 
was addressed to the councit by the Master of 
an Americati trader lying in the roads, which 
ied to the conviction of an officer having com- 
mitted a forgery Of the meanest and 'basest 
kind; for, having received an order from the 
*mai3ter when ashore, for the mate to deliver 
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^e barrel of powder, (for which he had bar- 
tered) on his sending for it, (pretending not to 
be able to wait u^itil the master went off,) he 
altered the fignre of 1 into a 3» and actually 
received that quantity. The mate happened 
to preserve the order, which was produced 
before the council, and the officer convicted, 
^ut what was done? was he dismissed the 
service ?. for it had not been his first theft -, no ! 
the present governor in chief was the only 
member of council who urged that, the others 
agreed in the milder punishment of three 
months' suspension. Is it to be wondered at^ 
that the Cape Coast officers are denounced by 
masters of traders in the American gazettes 
and in French publications, after such acts 
and such punishments. One officer arrived 
under the exposure of having stolen a writings 
desk at Portsmouth, whilst the vessel lay 
there; a second of attempting to pocket silver 
spoons at Madeira; and a third of having been 
compelled to give up a gold watch, which he 
bad stolen out of a shop, when the store ship 
was compelled to put into Vigo.-.— These are 
the officers who are said to improve and civi- 
lize the natives by the influence of example. 

A member of the Committee, when exa- 
mined before the select committee of the 
House of Commons, said, that ^^ they did not 
Ipake classjical education a sine qua non in 
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tJifeiij, dBoeitf/* I ivilt merely introduce owfe 
proof ,that they do not require the occult ^ 
flcienqe of Eng^h .orthography either. 1 wiU 
not disConq[>Q8e the gtavHy of the reader by 
quoting proofs from the public letters of mem* 
bers of qounciU writers, &c. ^ but, not to be 
Wd upon .the Committee, as the secretary of 
& government is generally a man of talent and , 
accomplishment superior to the other membera 
of it^ I will merely esrtract two or three worda 
and two or three sentences from a dispatch 
which I received at Coomassie, in the hand- 
writing of the chief secretary to the three last 
govei^ors, being the near relative of the com^ 
tnittecHjnan who gave the abovt^ answer. The 
hypheii denotes his division of a word at thQ 
end of 4 line. 
Pff^ich9 and for what purpose do they ^iAerej^ 
ge^jgraprhicat knowledge, destitute amrcngst, 
from, the jealous disposition, you will be 
Sul^ect to many nnph$t persecution, with 
Deliberation and prudence, a Safe return^ 
de^red by the Sentiml, of the B^side^i 
obfeet-inableB to provoke A War." 
-As to Sir James. Yeo's next assertioii, the 
impotence of the out-forts even to prevent 
human sacrifice, I could not deny it for the^ 
o^utrforts, I could only repel it as regarded head«». 
quarters^ and for those only since the adminisn 
i^ation ol the present governor With such ,% 
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p^«ry forces imd aicotog tskiei such a fe^iu<d| - 
n4 6%her man in Uie* service but htmsielfi cotttd 
h^6 attained and preserred <tfae tespeclr d^ 
feit^ce, aatl good wiH <3if tto naftHie^. I ba^ ^ 
lioHiMd the i^lited addreuft^ <if hk i»mdu^ ^ to^ 
w^tdil tMig King of As\mnt00^ A^ coft-dspiMi'* 
denee t hat« ptiblMied iftf tin^ proof, p^iticii^ 
la^ty 1%^ lettet on the CidiOtirtKgttdJt ^«d«iver) tl)» 
sel^leriieiit of v^icb tti^ i^dtttioM ^ftn^pl^wad M 
wHU^iii the di^atche^ to^tl^ OMMdttee, ^' #ad * 
^ ktk ifcj^i^iM unpMS^My; whiclh it^uld ^lily 
«<* Have yielded to M»; Bowdich'Ss M^resentai-^ ' 

"^^ns.** ' • ^- . 

'T ha,te ieen'^a iMtek* frcrtn' a- j^ramM of ail , 
a%ft-fbrt; coirfes^g^ %li^ tbe imtive^ <of biB go-^ 
vferamefnt bad ^w^rn to hsJ^i^ Ia» Mk, > inter- ' 
dieted all supplies of provisions, di^tkined hit ' 
sdlVtoti^ and what was iMfse tHiMh jU, Jtn^w' 
netted Ms ddbtS) Mid swove never to tet\1i)iii" 
M^e an afekfe more «►# ibrade. Cfo^eto«^r» of 
o^t^-fbrts have been kn^nm ta borrow d^emF 
huMrM pounds of natives of Hue townfr on' 
uBtity, and t know a genCleman, wh^ <M his 
succession tb an otit-foit^ was waited on by 
sdtke prmciple hatives with mich ofibrs>^poD- 
tiimeottsly, as frequienl^y sought by faispi^ed^ 
eeiljso^: Hi^ iirtti ire^ulse xst the^ indignityr :qmte 
adtoiniSsked'^Aiein^ Not dgfateea laioithft sinoe^ 
two tictitM weore trepamied^vtanid mardl^^ 
TtiOi the most r^ned liarbari^. m ^immI^ ^ia^ 
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fikit to the fart iit Jaenf. Hiief bad/fipstrii 
•Ivrge knife dravrn* tlutcmi^ tkfeirch^^ksj: to 
prawot'^em fro^i opeaktng^ 4bea.0a«h ^ttih 
VM separately vc«t off at the ^eUM»w,. eacb leg 
mttliakfaeei soia lastly thMr he?d$>: . Unir fl^sfc 
-irsf .panfcd off, the -^iioiidsr with >i:iim% juiid 
(strefifmii iii4he d)r9ct<pttth td tfaei'^tt^. WBtA this 
;wibbiiiit .sxunSatjt^br be»aniitsisi€dr>ota the pant 
^f ftb# ^venn^tj^ thonigb^ jfehene on^rQ tbnf^ 
'offiosm )from isehd-^inortem (snia ^it'toJkoerp 
vtotibeTtiliiK; vd^se jpotrric^'Wet^ alJiuB ciiodh 

* : ixl^iDiHiUishiflon^ ^wiioiiis'be^n >pmui^&d kit 
Jbia gcte4 iooaduc^ in lArisante^ . Teceiveii >tfae 
%iiwinicxr% tfamnks MAu»i scQcmd »t. ^ ddut^^fdrt, 
Amt; tnw^afeously « neaouiog. a feUojr^reatinoe 
ifiitxk Bserilioey v^hen the gov^nw* of the feM, 
tL mambet >af *^€okuicil. ideelined doing so from 
4ieaf^ and w^nt away ao iiead^qaartelv. . I^viiah 
i )bmA-t6om to <add >M r« Umtcfaisoii's interestidl^ 
^ttUic latteF) deta^Uttg tha a&ir. 
' fEhe : nmxk and laist point 4» axplain> k Sir 
Janes Yea's most serious charge^ that the 
tilBceps Were in league mkh ihe natives ci tht 
vater side tn clkeat those. of the iat^or#. in 
trade. * 

' The wages ^fth^ ^d<4KEtken^ or l^anfaee 
trade-servai|ts ^of she effioers^ are fk»A IL tf 
AL per mapdi) anhieh, smtil tile 1^ thnee or 
four yejm was jconsidered .^^c^uivale^ V> their 

13 
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^erviceis* A b^okcragfe t>f half Hit* ackte 
(S«. 6<i*)^ on; the ounce \t)fgold> to the gohl* 
/takers, was afterwards originated, as an ad* 
.^tional recompense or stiMulus to oxertton. 
iTh6 dash o^ present to the Ashantee Trader, is 
labout one itckie on the ^nnftt, iaodithe ^xpen- 
<4lttlii« /of Jiquor, tobaocp, pipes, .fcc« tna^r he 
Jcoropdted at half an aokie the oimoe, ^making 
itogether two ackies^ oar 1S§ per 4fent.^^lhie>- 
4)endentljr of ihis^ the gold-taker, or some one 
^mmectfediwith him, charges the tradfer w lAe 
presence of his master, most frequently frMft JO 
^a 40 ^er cent, 4nd sojQhetimes, idr^khe pur- 
idiase of ivory, even 100 per ceot ^aidrance, 

.which is generally^ indeed. UBiverfi&Ifyy> winked 
at^ Thus, when the officer or mercfaant telfe 
the , gold-taker to. ask 42; per quarter^^banel of 
.of |>owder, he asks G^Jiand if .thereis any 
iahatement allowod» it must be by Ihe meis- 
tdkant. If the jonc^hant ofiers the Asbasitee 
trader 2 ounces for a tooth of ivory, the gold*' 
lakdf tells him his master can. give but.l ounce 
A tackies, or 1 ounce 4 ackies for it. Thus^ 
before the goods are conveyed out of the 
house of the European merchant, thieir cost is 
feloniously heightened, without their value 
being enhanced to the purchaser, by the im- 
position of an enormous per centage. . . 

Other impositions on the trader (who lodges^ 

^ An sckie li ihs ttxteendi pirt of aa Dimct* 



*mtti the broker) in the adulteraiicm of ram 
and powder, when out of the presence of the 
merchant cannot be caleulated* ' The king of 
Ashantee, when the' article of trade was dis^ 
cussed on the treaty, complained that they 
were' very gross^ aild particularized several, 
which, he said, he had become acquainted 
with by sending down a captain of some con- 
sequence disguised as a common trader, fo? 
the purpose of seeing how far the Fantee 
brokers would goi Is this auspicious to open* 
ing or encouraging ah extended commerce 
with the interior ? Is this impressive of the 
honour of the British character? Was this 
the Way to originate a good name? » 

Certainly it is pitiful for English merchants, 
for English officers, to be thus implicated in 
frAud land exertion, by the menaces of such 
4n insignificant people as the Eantees. It in 
sufficiently derogatory for officers . wearing 
Engliid^ uniforms to become traders, without 
debasing the character to which they have 
desceiided.-^Can the crowded markets of El- 
mina, the vast returns of General Daendels, 
any longer be wondered at?— Noi for the 
F|tntees dare not attempt to impose there^ 
what they assume as their right at Cape Coast, 
and the Ashantee buys by so much the cheaper* 
The Genejcal may not forbid it from principle^ 
but be does &om comBMnaensei—- thefaictis 
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b not allowfidr eaLtortiouiia not oouiAQ^^pe^ 

ITbis cteei^ ^otind to British bfmor^ibndJBnr 

dsh coimherce^ is die first, that slipuicl: int^ 

pesBk^tbe^ atteolioiai of a QoloniaMiegi^t^V^ 

a^'|;olr^IlinJe]it' j»rfi^ tmde> hnino^ pa^t^r 

t^mtinffiikit: i ^ ■ '.■ ' .••.;•'- 

- It is dear, t&at to i^msariieattd fostdr 'th^ 

eomm€r.ctial int^rt&tB .of 9, f$olQny> no gp^f n^ 

Bfient bfiioer should ffos^eds coitemercial :»d vartf 

tiiges. s«ipmor ita tho^ pf ' a fr^ tf.^tder^ . (i/. ki 

possess oomm^pcial adyen|9ge9 itA ^i) w d^ 

the iMter will be driven away^ iivfteiKl^oftbeiittg 

ehco^ragedV to jseMle iheteui l!bis'im9caca& H 

defeated by ikte present ^ystein. X' ifvHl iiif 

^tauace 11 merdiaatf and a^ •goremdr '^fiati idbi* 

ibftj being rivals in tJMi expertafidn i6£ icorfa;. d 

frequent, and. profitable ^oeulittion of flsube^ 

and very laudable^ras it eif oibes ietthi«a^d«i iami 

inidnstry; the governor sends tUe Co§i^Hy^9 

i^ev amongst the natives^ to cdleot the com» 

and employs them to shell it ; warehouses ii 

in the public stares, and sends it off to tiie 

vessel m the Campany^s canoes. Tins is cer-* 

tainly very unfair for the merchant, though it 

Qiay be fair ^enough for the governor. It is 

not the way to improve a settlement; the sav* 

ing of labour and canoe hire is a profit of itself; 

and the HUerehant paying all ^Kpences, has to 

4N>mpete in the market with a nv^ who p^<^ 
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ri<mt^ ' A governor and member of eotohttil Iiaar 
been kn^wn to Teave hh fbrt for months, to 
sail along the coaM;' in ft little vessel bought for 
the purpdse, selling goods to the injury of the 
shipping. 

The grant which the Committee receive 
from the goverhftient, they expend in goods, 
]kirehasing1;hem of other merchants, or sup- 
|)iying them themselves; which goods (65 to 
06 per cent being added to the invoice price) 
aUB remitted to the coast by the annual stbre 
ship for the expences of the settlements, aantl? 
the jmy of their officers;, on whom the whofe 

. - - • • ' ^ 

cinus of the per eentage falls, because all the 
surveyors* aind military stores are set down* at 
prime cost in the tarif. To be clearly undter- 
st#dd I i^ubmH the foHowmg sketch iifi rounds 
miiniibeto. ' ' ' ■' 

« 

Say gttiArt fO,ObO--l^rftriesr knd 'expertces^ 

oi^theKTotnttria^fe, patd 
?n stetfing; money - 8,00© 
Surteybrs ahdiiiiKtary 
stores, for ^e defence 
and tepair of Ibrts, 
charged at invoice 
• price ^ - - . l6,(K)0 

Balance to- be laid 

f out in godd^'for the 

pay of the officer^,* * " 






#4 

Brcmght jtoyward - • • •. ^ llfipCKK 

which (if thait, pay »- . 
mounts to 14»00p/.) / > : 
must bear aa impo^i - 
tion of 100 per cent* ; 
on the invoice price 
to make up the defi- 
dency of the grant 7,000 



30,000 
Thi}9 even the few officers who have not the 
disposition are compelled to disgrace the Bri<» 
tjish ' uniform by becoming. . hucksters, or to 
starve with this traderpay mouldering .beside 
them; and lately the negroes refusing to for^ 
liish meat, vegetables, or any of the articles of 
provision for this pay of the Committee, or any 
other than gold dust, the younger officer^ haye 
been compelled to sell their pay by auction 
or bargain for 14, li, or even 10 shillings in 
the pounds to realize a little gold dust to live 
upon ; which^ when in part remitted to Eng- 
land to pay for clothing,» and such things as 
may be sent out to them, is always subject to 
a further loss of J 6 per cent. I could only 
get an offer of ISs. for a balance of Company's 
pay twelve mionths due, and when I preferred 
taking the accomptant's certificate for 96/. the 
balance due to me, the Committee paid mer 
^44 or thereabouts for it, in London. Thus a 
writer's pay is reduced to about 100/. a year. 
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"i tmm inadequate to the expence of Ills me5$'^ 
^nd thtts young men as officers are driren to 
jsel! drains to the natives^ and to much worse 
resorts for a sutmstence: 

I forgot to mention that part of the officers' 
pay is issued ih what are called necessaries ; 
tea beif^ eharged at a guinea a pounds sugar 
Ms. 4^. eommon cotton stockings 10^. a pair, 
und parcets of faafeerdasfaeiy 40^. each, which 
^otild be bought for 5^. in England. 
- I haTie known iSie love of gain degrade the 
trader to llie pedlar, and this in ofilcers heading 
eomhiss^ons in the service. Young men hare 
l^en involved in debt to the amount of two or 
tHree hundred pounds, before they have been 
three months in the country for unnecessary, 
pBkry afticlei Of extrava^nce, as broachei 
amd toys, which never cost fiAy pounds in 
Birmingham, or even in London. The trans* 
fers of ihese foolish young men are secured, 
ftat is, th^ sign away l^e pay which is to 
support them for the next twelve months, and 
would then starve, were it not t^at diflerent 
characters pity and relieve them ; and perhaps 
ikte seclusioil of an oirt-fbrt, after some years, 
may reclium^ and extricate a few fortunate 
ones, wiio outlive iSieir seasoning fever. 

Unless the Committee used the opportunity 
of providing for dependent relatives, and ap- 
iMiiiting eonmierc^al Jtgeiits iii thie service, it 
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would not )>e<virorth their whiles as merch^tnt^ 
to al^stract themselves, for any time, from iavr 
portant and valuable pursuits, « for. the one 
hundred a year of a committee-man,-r-it can* 
not be expected, unles^.what the world, saysi 
be true, that they have some ^ good pickings' 
4>ut of the grant. These are disintereste4 
public services not looked , for , frjQin active 
merchants, whose management of a counting- 
house is no pledge for their management of ^ f 
government; but expected from independent' 
gentlemen or retired officers. There are but two 
of the latter now in the Committee^ and one haa 
been, and the other is an ardent merchant. A 
third member of this Committee of nine, has 
been to Africa it is true, about twenty-fiye 
years ago, but it was as the supercargo of a 
trading vessel; he is certainly an. opulent n^aa,, 
but not qualified to control a governmeqt. 

I will admit that the Committee may bet 
somewhat imposed on by their officers, but it 
is. vnth their eyes open. The. officers ha:Ve 
considered^ (as it has been an immemorial 
Ucense,. instituted^ or followed by those who 
have afterwards been con;miittee-men, without^ 
i^nsjaripg it) that they .^nly take ciare of them-; 
selves when they charge for public ihjessagjss and 
visits to foreign forts, where neither exis|;Qd; 
when they have put their own slav^ i^^ thft 
ranks as soldiers, aiid ;po9i^t^d th^ir p^yj'. 
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when deputy accountants have been in the 
habit of keeping a list of all vessels passing; 
4nd when they made out the account of a 
^vemor of a fort, (for some governors ara 
obliged from ignorance, to fee die depuiy 
accountant to do thii^i to draw out, or make up 
a simple Dr. and Cr. account) have charged 
Salutes to these vesels, whether they were seen 
^t the outforts or not. All this, and much 
besides, is considered no more than the stay 
tape and buckram of the suit, and not without 
reason> for the officers Jbian^ it is not don« 
without the kno^idedge of the Committee^ one 
of whom, a leading member, and an ex*gover«^ 
nor in chief (now deceased) replied to the 
appeal of a junior officer, *< Well sir, if I cheat 
the Committee myself. Ill take care nobody 
else shall/* 

It Would be an improvement in the present 
system, if, instead of every officer being al- 
lowed to trade, (which they must be as long 
^ they receive their pay in goods,) a few 
Factors only were appointed to dispose of the 
cargo of the store ship to the natives, remit- 
ting the proceeds in gold dust and ivory to the 
Committee, who might then • (their object of 
increasing the grant, by laying it out in goods, 
being equally realized,) allow their officers 
(of whom one third of the present number 
would be sufficient) to draw on them in Bng^ 

K 3 
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Ibtid.'fer iMt ^f9fi Our East India *C«in%ftifj^ 
^ettli4 it i toeeetsaiy to nlake their tivil ^aiid 
miikwy officerft independeiit of trade^ wbikfc 
that 0f the French waa the Tictim Of ti»e eon«^ 
tmiy tygtelii. • 

( Bttt il itcaft be prerred that the present grants 
trilhoiit'lmjr hu^ksteiiog of tUs kind, is adcr 
J9«at6 to the flrotctftiofa 'and «ticoiir*geaieat ^f 
itortiKide^jto iHi ini|))roveMentof the nattves;^ and 
totheilrogrtfssofdiMQTeifyi why nof, coiisia^ 
tend jr with the free prmtiide m£ Botiilf regukir 
tumfe^ throw bpenrthe trade to thefteenferohaptoi 
vdkMe befeteir ai^OTted suppliei, low6r prioes^ fair 
cfmpeti(Mii» aiftd just eondnettd th4 natiipesi wilb 
hf affi^rdisig <theiii adTaatages the jt hAre ' Aever 
iKptfifeiieedybittUe onljstfllrceof eatteHsiitecavh 
mteMiev Andiheotyiy ehaitdeof i«idmeita^tM<pe6-» 
pie of the interior to quit the Moorish mBik^4 

Tbs present gfanii»eqiiid to idl that ean'bc 
^^bed» 

The first point is toabdildon aUtiie ilselest 
fiarts. A|K>Uimia has eintt been at the merex 
of the natiyeSi whOlMMrbnot only daiiMi to pka^ 
der British wrecks aa d^ianee «of the fbrti but 
hATe frequently seised the gO¥<Mmor's ser^rants^ 
Imd Ibrbtddeii! him : all sapply of provisMaSi^ 
iititil he ^ame to their telma. The foreo ^on^ 
sists bat ^ two soldiers and a se^efmt^ andk 
weidd be «sekss to go to more - e:)q^^aife to 
aeeHre ia«wl& trad^i aaoeopotiMi^^ 1J|< Kpg 
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of the to«D» who. pvrehiusesof th?- Mlpfkngi 
whenever the govemorVi prices ' 4o n^t' iMlt 
him. This settlement costs on aa ftv*mge 
IQOOL a year Company's pay, a sma exeeeditil^ 
the profits of the trade^ even when the Gover* 
•or gets the whole .of it The .eKp0ne<e of 
Dix-Cove is rather more» «Ad its tradei e«w 
less* SuccoiuleeislessexpewiFf^heiiignmr^ 
a thatfched honso. A tc^mbly good tm4e 
might be carried on here with idho IH^arsaws^ 4f 
a spirited ^/m •M#roAaii< oonld be indiMsd to 
settle i as it is, there is nothiiig Ik> wammti a 
settlement. Commendaf whi^hr i^in a raiiiMil 
condition, is of less importance than either of 
the fbnnen haying no trade at aU^ and jtbfl 
profits of the Crovemor arising entirely fram 
ibf fort expenditure. Annamaboe is ^ fiaie 
forty but of no importance siace the aboH^ 
tian of the slave trade, and the destraction 
of the town. It is but nine miles from Cfq[it 
Coast. Tantaii^ which is in a ruinous ^on- 
dstion, has searoely any trade; the profits of 
Ihe Governor arising only from the exp^^es of 
the settlement. There is no free trader n^si- 
ding at any one of these settlements^ -and xmbI^ 
ene at the head-quarters Cape Cosufit. AmT% 
is the paradise of the Gold CosiM^ it hasi a fine 
aqpen country in its rear, abounding^ ^^em 
stock and game» and is admirably situated for 
^wr I>Fogress in t^ interior ; it is the resort of 
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the officers foi^ the recovery of tKeir liealth^. 
Besides Cape 'Coast Castle, this is the otily 
position Worth retaining. To expend ^ far* 
thing on the others, which at present are dis- 

r 

graceful caricatures, is an absurdity; They 
might be let to free tradei^, (the few sound 
^ns being dismounted) or a soldier placed in 
each, mdrely to hoist the British flag. Free 
trtulers are as safe amongst the natives without 
the forts, as with them. 

I beg leave, with the greatest defei*ence, to 
submit the following outline for the two* esta* 
btishments, as most ample. 

Cape Coast Castle. p. nnn. Accra! 

Gpviemor 8000 . . 1500 

Secretary 600 

Deputy Secretary ^ 250 

Chaplain 400 

Chief Surgeon .... 400 

Assiistant Surgeon 800 

Storekeeper 400 

Surveyor 400 

4 Writers 8002Writers400 

Allowance to Governor for 
table of Secretary, Chap- 
lain, Chief Surgeon^ and 

Visitore 600 500 

6950 «706 



. . 350 

t 


250 

■ * 


....... 200 


. . 250 


250 
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Brought forward .•••,•..,... •:.-,. 10,650 

Allowance for schools - f • ^000 

Repairs, stores, &c. at Cape Coast Castle SOOO 

at Accra 2000 

Missions to the Interior • - . . 1000 

Double pay to Writers on becoming 
residents, say, one at Coomassie, 
one at Yahndi, one at Dahomey^ 
one at Kosie or Yarriba, and one. 

at Wauwa., • . . • . . lOOQ 

Pay to Native Kings and Chiefs ...... 1000 

For the encouragement of agriculture 

amongst the natives • . . 509. 

Committee in England 1500 

Judge 1200 

i Native Clerks ,...•... 160, 
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Present Grant. 3a,00Q 



it would be both just and. politic, to allow 
the governors, r^idents, and othei; oificers^ 
moderate pensions after ten years' service^ 
without quitting Africa: it would be a security 
against unbecoming resorts, to improve their 
property. , 

The evils of haying no legislative or judicial, 
authority^ are m^i^ ^distressing;, m^n guilty of 
inur^r^ jiave lingered for ye^rs in the slave^, 
hole until th^ died, oi: efFjB9ted:tljedr esciipc^. 



Tto Dtttckhave a FSseal. • llitt tKeoiiti0ii of 
one native, would deter thousands, md reftma 
inimy. 

' The allowance in the Ibregoiftg estimate for 
wpairsj stores^ artisans^ &c. at Cape €oa8t 
Castle, is n^arlj double what it is at presents. 
The artisans should hai^ their freedom given 
them, and th^ appellation of Company's staves^ 
more disgraceful to us than to themselves^, 
ibottld be abolished and forgotten. Sueh an 
allowance remitted in the necessary artides^ 
as at present, with a Surveyor educi^ed- in 
JBnglandi (to whom 4he present ^ most indus<» 
tnous young man- of color, might act al 
deputy, being stationed at • Aeera) would e0eet 
astonishing improvements. The vidaable ma^ 
terials of Annamaboe fort, (which was built by 
th6 Board of Ordnance) might be transported 
to Accra. 

Mr. Hutchison's pay as resident at Coo- 
maiisie, was 4ii96f. a year in goods, which pay, 
ho authorised me to sdl for^ him iM 15&: thel 
pound at Cape Coast, hut 1 coiM h6t get mi 
oiier higher than 19^. gold dust. H)& would 
have been highly satisfied with a salary of 40Qf' 
sterling money, and a more viduable officer ia 
Itot to be found. For tiie circumstances con- 
nected ifriA misnons and residencies^' I b^ 
to refer to the paper deMvcMd to the Il^oiu'- 
drittee, a«d t9 the chapter * of ^Suggestions^ , 
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tot Wtii^ M%l^iatf»/ nil VH» its tdUM «l»Miu.' 
^oh of teat 6h th^' ^Tr*(l6 6f ^^tlfltfee/ ttS 
puMlshe* itt lay work* Th« toHoirt*^ U » 
short cttratl^ frota tiife Ittlter. *^' llftBiiSeia^^ 
shotild he edt^bltehed at fhes^ ^^tirt^^ «iit§ 
yotitig iheh of fiatent^ teittpdf, and ^idcriminit^ 
tibn, b6 fbitnd' to AH' thi^m, eblleotSii^ 19!^ ge^^ 
gt^pki6Al fi^d d«^tk^ d^lsidifei^ak, mafta^s^ 
ob^rviMKc^ii's aBimggefited or d^iredt^yft^ilcieM^ 
tific bodies of Ettgl^hd and S^r6|)«, a)^d forvlf^ft^ 
hig iheTrhote,1^th9{)6<ntMii#df AatomlhiMd^y 
d:i!Ld arts, ¥v(4e6 oi^ three tfti^i^ d y^^ Ih^^ 
quarters ^ ti^ be dign^iM^d aii^ mrantgeA iri mi 
atinnat report of progress Mtd dii^cotery^ to b* 
tratiartiitted to Bfigland. - ; ' r 

I have niad6^ no attowsknd^ tcnf soMIfSM^ 
because, as I have obsert^d bejkvre, the soldSefril 
of the settlements afhould tuo kWger be enlisted 
from the Fantees^ of the iieigiibont^^d>0d, maklhg 
the present paltry force more inefficieri* fr^iti 
local and family attachments, inseparable from 
human liaturey and preveittihg llieir acting 
cordially, if at all, on emerg^^^es for the 
rescue of human vietims, or the punishment of 
their relatives and townsmek fet insult, or for 
contempt of the British legisldtioil for the abo- 
tition of the* Slave Ti'ade. Th0 liegroes cap- 
tured in the Spanish and- PortitgMtd vessels, of 
whom thi^re. must . be . many* meu^loyed at 
Sierra Leone, would form the most desirable 

L 
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miUtary foKe. r These rescue^, negroes would 
possess no attachment, beyond that which the 
considerate, kindness and good conduct of their 
officers might induce^ • the clhnate would be 
natural to them, and they would prove valuable 
companions^ if not intelligent guides in future 
xnissions to the interior :— 150 of these corps 
{who would not cost the Government more in 
one part of Africa than another) to garrison 
Cape Coasts and 50 to garrison Accra, would 
make our flag respected, and awe the line .of 
Coast much more than double the number of 
the present impotent and disgraceful settle- 
ments. Let us consider the number of soldiers 
now allotted by the Committee, and surely 
nhnost three times that number divided between 
^wo> instead of eiglit settlements, well dis- 
ciplined, and unfettered by local attachments^ 
will be thought adequate. The present allow- 
ance is at 
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Cape Coa^t . . • 40 

Annamaboe . . « 15 

Apollonia « • . . 4 

DixCove 6 

Succondee 2 

Commenda . .^ ....... . 4 

Tantum *•••••..•• 4 

Accra . « • ../.•.*. 7 
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. A sei^eaatof artiUery at Cape Coast Castle, 
and another at Accra, would be very deisirable; 

The present grant thus expended, would be 
prbdnctive of happiness to the natives, aud of 
fame, honor, and wealth to Great Britain. 

I now beg leave to submit the following, se- 
lected from the numerous testimonies of eminent' 
individuals, proving, as I humbly trust, that 
however my conscientious exposures may have 
incensed the Committee, my conduct and my 
services have been very differently viewed by 
those, whose superiority of intellect, rendered^ 
them infinitely better qualified to appreciate 
them justly. 

Saho Sqmrtf Sepiember 5, 1818» 
SlE, 

Your account of the kingdom of Ashan- 
tee, and the capital town of Coomassie, are 
most interesting, and the means you point out 
of penetrating to the town of Timbuctoo, and 
ascertaining the course of the Joliba, which 
carry with them a greater probability of suc- 
cess, than any that have hitherto come to my 
knowledge, cannot fail to attract the attention 
of all who interest themselves in the discovery 
of the interior of Africa. 

I am. Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) I BANKS. 
L8 
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1 return yottr valuable M8S. wttk my 
best tbatfks for the pertiiis^ion to read them. 
Without flattery, I consiidter them as cotttaihmg^ 
roiicb pew aij4 va-luable ii^formation resp|?Qtipg 
the g^Qgraphy of a part the least knowo, and 
whkh prfisept^ objepts which were, npt 6X- 
pecte4- jl consider the fact of the GambarpQ 
rivi?r.^ a uew di3cpvery;. and as ^uchj, meritijpg 
^^ftHUnatioa- I r-eally think that the matter 
(contains much internal evidence of its owp. 
tmthy and that you have display ^d much judg- 
ment and industry in collecting it. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Most thankfully, 

Yoijjr obliged servwt^ 



I thank yon very kindly fbr tbe use f^ 
your book, and felt myself very much indebted 
for the geographical part and the charts, wWoh 
you presented to me whilst at Brighton. Your 
book has given me much information, and very 
much pleasure. With respect to presenting 
copies of books> I will speak more hereafter, 
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I think you have suffered enough to please 
others. ^ , 

Your's thankfully, 

(%ne4) J.RENNELL. 

4, Spring Garden Terracet IXHh Jvty^ 18I&. 

Dear Sir, 

' . ■ . . . 

I return you . Major RennelFs Ietter,L 
which must be highly satisfactory and grati- 
fying to you. The testimonial bf so eminent 
and accurate % g^^i^l^li^c, xnk a most valuable 
one, I skimmed over your manuscripts, think- 
ing it unfair to detain them a moment longer 
than was necessary to impress me with a general 
idea of their contents, but I collected quite 
enough to satisfy me of the importance of the 
new tfnd interestihg* matters^ which they con- 
tain, and of the ability with which they are 
treated. I did not consider mystelf at liberty 
to gratify myself by a more attentive perusal 
of them, at the expenee of -thfe very important 
object, both to yourself and the public — their 
jspeedy publicatiori. In this I heartily wish 
you all the sncc6ss^ ^nd satisfaction you so 
well merit. 

I remain, dear I8iir> wHh wa^y thanks for 
your kindness^ 

Yam very iid^ithful an4 obedient servant, 

{Sxsmd) G. HARRISON. 
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4^ Sprh^ Garden Terrace, Tuesdajf morning* 

Dear Sir, 

I send you the manuscripts which you 
were so good as to leave with Mr. Vansittart, 
and the. map, which we have read with great 
interest. I think your work cannot fail to 
excite the public interest, which is already 
alive to the importance of African discoveries. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Very faithfully yours, 

(Signed) G.HARRISON. 

Chebea, March 29, 1818. 

Sir, 

. I beg leave in the name of the African 
Association, to return you their thanks for 
your obliging present of the original Moorish 
charts and routes published in the Appendix 
to your account of the late Mission to the 
Ashantee country, together with some sketches 
on the Gabon River. I beg leave to congratu- 
late you on the publication of your most inte- 
resting and instructive book. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your faithful and obedient servanl^ 

{Signed) W. HAMILTON. 
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Sir, 

As the Trustees of the British Museimi 
Will not hold a meeting until November next^^ 
I think it my duty to thank you in their name^ 
for the very valuable acquisitions which you 
have presented to the Museum, consisting of 
household implements, instruments, and works' 
of iart and manufactures, together with several'' 
rich and highly valuable specimens of reptilesr 
and insects, several of which are new, and the 
whole great acquisitions to our national esta- 
blishment of Natural History. 

On your return to the same part of Africav 
so littie explored by Botanists, and so comr 
pletely untrodden by Zoologists, I trust that 
the service you have already rendered to the 
British Museum and to science, will stimulate 
you to exert yourself as far as possible, in 
forming as complete a collection of the natural 
treasures as lies within your power. 

I remain. Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

{Siffned) W. E. LEACH 

T. Edward Bowdich, Esq* 

The men of science of that nation, which has 
^een our most jealous rival in discoveries in 
Africa, have not withheld their tribute; 'a ti4- 
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bote M fiattiiruig to ^twy one of my country* 
men as to myself. It will be seen by referrin|f 
to the Park Jouradls of April, that I received 
the imexf^ected honor of a publid elog^ at the 
BUftual meeting of the four Academies of thd 
Institiitei on the achievement and the result* 
dC Ae MtsfioUy from an illustrious member^ tgi 
nrhoat I was aa entire stranger^ and whoee ad* 
ikntatiim was sanctioned by the anintated ap* 
plaiase of the Members of the InAhrkt^, and an 
audience of upwards of 1300 persons. 

It would be Taoity in ulke to quote an eulo^ 
gium, which has generously elevated mere $0tk 
aiid industry, to much rarer qualifications a^id 
merits ^ I nuist tborefore refer the reader to it^ 
and to the equally flattering review of my 
enlerprxze uud its results by M. Biot> as read 
before the Institute* The valuable compli- 
ments of M. Humboldt, ; have been expressed 
before my friends in England^ as well a»^itt 
France. 

After the dispatch from the Governor and 
Council at Cape Coast Castle to the Committee 
in London, (with the extract from which I 
shall conclude) after such indulgent but dis- 
interested testimonies of men of science, after 
the warm acknowledgments of my countrymen 
in the various public prints, surely common 
justioe cannot be denied to me by the govern^ 
menfe^ I must not believe ti^at I am to be 



punished for being the first who has had the 
good fortune to succeed and to establish A 
British consulship in that hitherto ill-fated and 
impenetrable continent, ^^ every other expedi- 
tion into which has miscarried in its objects^ 
and proved destructive to its conductors," for 
collecting '^ the most important addition to our 
knowledge of Afripa, which we havj? received 
since the time of Bruce*." 

Extract from the Dispatch ahcve-mentUmed. 

*• We cannot conclude this paragraph without 
noticing the distinguished manner in which the 
negotiation with our new allies, the Ashantees, 
was conducted by Mr. Bowdich. By his ta- 
lents, energy, perseverance, and prudence^ 
obstacles that seemed invincible have been 
surmounted, and whatever may be the extent 
of our future intercourse with the interior, the 
foundation must certainly be attributed to him, 
to recommend him to your notice, would be a 
reflection on your judgment." 

« Britidi Critic 



THE END. 
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H. Brytt, Prioter, Bridge^reet, BlackMart, LoBdov. 



